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Written by and Ledewick Maggleton, the re 


With a True Defcription of the K ington of Glory, prepared| 


News 


OR, 

THE LAST INTELLIGS 
| FROM OUR 

Glorified ZESUS aboveth 


Wherein is infallibly recorded, : 
How that the Soul dieth in the Body ; 


Allo is difcovered , 

I. what is that which fleeps inthe duff. 
I]. The nature of its reft. : 
Ill. The maner of its waking. ! 
IV. The myftery of the Difpute between Chrif and 
the Woman of Samaria, as touching the true 
Point of Worfhip, clearly opened : 


Wherein you have drawn upa Divine Charge againft 
the Teachers of the . 


BAPTISTS 


With all other Teachers publick and private, for coun. 
terfeiting the of the Man being therein | 
conviéted of Spiricual High Treafon againft Chriftthe 
Great Commifsioner of Heaven and Estth : 


onely for the Seed of eAdam, chat bleficd Seed of Faith 5 anda 
True Relation of the Kingdom of Darkne/s, prepared for the 
curted Seed of Cain, world without end. | 


Commiffionated Witnefles and Prophets of that onely y 


teed. Printed by T.F. for Francis Cofnet at che Sign of t en 


Anchor e Mariner i in Tower. Mincing- -lane end: 165 
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Souls 


Againtt all Gainfayers proved. 


» 


Yu have afpiritual Epiftle full of divine con- 


MY folation and information of judgement, un- 
to thofe onely which in any meafure are cn- 
abled truly to com it: In Fohnthe 
tenth, there faith Chrift, I Lay down my life that I 
might take it again, no.man taketh it from me, I lay 
it down of my felf : Ihave power to lay st down, and 
power totake it again. biz ier | 
“My beloved Brethren, in the latrer words of this | 
‘Text, is comprehended all che Wifdom; Power and @ 
Glory of Infinitenefs it felf : Firft of alf'herétour 
Lord doth as‘it were prefent unto your fpittual 
view, atwofald comprehenfion of his God-head 
Power ; firft, a divine Beer to enter into death: 
fecondly, being dead,"’s ps ver to quicken Jife ‘out of 
dealth, or filent t felf' Moreover, becaufe 
“many of the bleffed ones are not fully {atisfied con- 
cerning Chrifts foul dying with his body,thereforé 
Shall ‘write fomewhat from his wordls’ (poken 
‘upon that account twelfth it ts this writ- 
| ten, 
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Souls mortality proved, — 

gem, Exceptthe wheat corx fall into the ground and 

die, it abiderh alone, but if st die, it bringeth forth 

much frait. Dear friends, oh what a fitrefemblance 

is there between the f{piritual Prince of Glory ; and 

the natural prince of grain, if itbe rightly under- 

fiood: Furthermore, #you know that except the 

wheat corn wholly ies in.the ‘heart of the earth, 

that inftead of an increafe of thirty, fixty, or an 

huncred fold, for want of dying it appears no more 

in the leaft; folikewile , had not Chrifts divine life 

been wholly dead and buried in the heart of the 

: prave, with the body of his flefh, what fpiritual ad- 

vantage of a glorious increafe to himfelf , through 

the fpirits of elect men and angels, could have been 
| attained to in the leaft ¢ ‘(a 


‘ 


A Gain, you know that the Flour is the life of the | 
wheat corn, and that,yeathatlifehathitsbeing | 
throughout the whole grain , making butonely one 


* bodily living and dying life,, that it may be capable 
to.produce amultitude of living bodies into its own 
Tikenels ; folikewifeyoumayalfo know, that the 
foul was the pure life of Chrifts fiefh, and that yea 
that divine life had its being throughout the ‘whole | 
man,making but one omply living and 
irmight be ‘capable many bodiesin : 
| his own fpiritual likenefs , out of the fleep of death, 
| 


# ‘by the glorious power of his word {peaking onely 
avhen with his Saints and Ages bly 
pear untocternal Judgement, Morcover, dothnot |. 
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The Sonls mortality proved, 
the fpirit of the wheat corn naturally die, and in'the 
fame body it died in ; even through death it {elf 
quicken into variety of life again by°vertue of 'a 
creative word onely, without any additional power — 
from the Creator in the leaft, fo that it enjoy its 
appointed refrefhings in the f{eafonthereof? Iz is 
written, The laf, Adam was made 4 quickning [pirit, 
(the fecond man us the Lord from Heaven:) why then 
fhould icfeem hard or ftrangeunco a fpiricual Chri- 
{tian , that the foul of Chrift fhould naturally die 
By within his body , and through death it felf produce 
all variety of divine life. again , without’ any addi- 
tional power in the lealt ( feeing he alone became 
that All-quickening {piritual: God-man) from 
whence, asfrom an everlafting fountain , floweth 
all {piritual and natural light (even through heavens, 
earth, waters, men, angels, and all creatures pofet 
fing vertue in them?) furthermore, though all the 
life of the wheat corm by degrees wholly die:h from 
i its prefent life, yer no mortal man can poffibly 
know in how fhort atime it is quickned: into hfe 
F again, {0 likewife it was with the life of Chrift Je- 
fus the Lord, for although his Divine Soul whol- 
ly died with his natural body , yet becaufe its Di- 
vine Nature was all quickning infinite vertue, 
and of mouon fwiftercheu thought, therefore 
there can be no ¢xpreflion of time! between dying 
and living again: \Obferving of time belongs one= 
lysunco that life which is fenfible of its own 
ing, bur as for chac Ecernal Life which wis 
Ghrift Jefus which paffed through death fwifter | 
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The Souls mortality proved. 
then thought, and rhofe fouls that are fenflef of all 
motion, light, or life inthe duft of the earth, what 


AS in the next place for a further infight into 
Athis {upernatural myftery of Chrifts God-head 
pafling throughdeath ; into'a new and glorious life, 
even naturally as:the moft:pureft grain, I thall 
yrite'fomething as concerning Lazarus , and fome- 
hing in relation to David. In the 11. chap. of Saint 
Fohn, itisthuswritten, Then faid Pefus unto them — 
plainly, Laxarus isdead then when Fefus tame, he 
found that he had lyen inthe crave four days already: 
now if it fhould be ftill imagined by fome that are of — 
a weak faith, that the foul of Lazarus died not at all, 
but was Jiving in a Paradifical eftate-eHewhere , 
whilft his body rema‘ned'in the grave ; thea I would 
gladly know, if known, where that Patadife was or 
is: Moreover, if for want of the knowledge of any _ 
fuch place, thou replyandifay, his foul for that feafon 
was aftended :into;thehigheft heavens, then I 
would alfo know whether it be not contrary to all 
fober fenfe or reafon in man, that a foul once immar- — 
 talized fhould defcend into a condition-of mortality 
again: Furthermore, feeing‘according to truth and 
fobriety of fpirit, there owas no Paradife nor heaven 
to be Routed | for the foul of LaZarus whilft his body 
remained inthe grave , where then fhould his foul 
enter ‘but with his body onely ? ‘Chrift {aid that 
words were'fpirit, and life,\& chat he was the 


time is thereto 
? 
Py « 


heStals mortality provid, 
tion and the life; fince the foul of man was there- 
fore polluted, through carnal] generation, thou may- 
. eftknow, that mans {pirit and body is but onely one 
undivided living and dying effence, and the infinite 
vertue of Chrifts word onely , was that God which 
revived the foul and body of Lazarus out. of the 
grave of death , into this natural lite again: forthe 
manifeftation »of the glory of his God-head power, 
In the fpirit of his redeemed ones , that they in fome 
-Meafure may know to the praife of his unfearchable 
wifdome and power , who iris that quickneth fouls 
| out of the death of fin, intothe:life of grace, and 
out of the grave of death, into the life of glory at the 


— 


Gainin-the 2. chap. of the A&s of ihe Apoftles 
‘ it is thus written, Men and brethren, I may bold- 
Ly fpcak unto you of the Patriarch David, that he is 
and buried, his [epulcbre remaineth with 
us unto this day; for David is not afcended Into hea- 
ven What thinkeft thou,is not the foul ofman the 
afcending part, light or life of the body? what then. 
was that which died and was buried, and afcended 
‘not into heaven? wasit. not Davids whole 
-both foul and, body.that faw. corruption? If as yet 
thou artnor cleerly convinced of the fouls mortality, 
| “when the body of David had neither motion, \life, 
idight, nor breath, in it, I would faine know where 
his foul was , feeing the Apoftle faid, For Davidis 
not afcended inte heaven : Moreover, when Davids 
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6 The Souls mortality proved, 
mot afcending into heaven, was mentioned by the 
Apoftle: Ithis foul had been capable of a fenfible 
‘Heaven or Paradife,until the end of the world, with- 
his 
‘ftles have 


the very foul o 


rather fear which w able to deftroy 
and fonlin bell: Almoft all men are at a great lof 


; would not the Prophets orthe Apo- 
clared it onetime or another , it being 
a thing of fo great concernment ¢ Is there.any more 
then one true peace or foul-paradife to be injoyed in 


this life¢ and canft chouimagine or think that there 
fhould be two diftiné heavens or paradifical condi- 


tions to be injoyed in the life ro come? Furthermore, 
is the body of man capable of any good or evil in 
the leaft, unlefS ic be moved thereunto by its foul, 
is it not the fpirit or foul onely which comprehends 
all {piricual or natural things whatfoever ¢ ‘what then 
was that which in ftead of afcending into life , hea- 
ven, orglory , defcended into death or duft, but — 
f David, as well as. his body ¢. Thus 
you which are of a (piritual ‘Comprehenfion may 
clearly fee, that wherefoever the Scriptures make 


“mention of afcending, defcending , living, or dying 


of man, it always points at the foul of the man, 


_ though the body fometimes be firft-mentioned. 


A Gain itis written, And fear yembt them which 


hill the beady, but are not ablesgeill the fonl but 
od: 


through the variety , and f{eeming contraticty of 


Scripture-fayings: now you know that the’ Scrip- 
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The Souls mortality proved.: . 
that is to fay, Hiftory and Myftery, Natural or Spi- 
ritual, no man therefore is capable truly. to com- 
prchend Scripture myfteries or fecrets, unlefs he 
poffefieth the invifible life or power of them in: his 
own foul, moreover, unlefs a man be indued with 
a divine gift in fome fpiritual depths above all other 
men. Didthe Lord of glory, think you, commi(- 
fion that man to interpret heavenly myfteries to his 
brethren? I trow not: for I certainly know that 
thofe that are fent of God by an immediate Call or 
Voice fromon high, are indued with an: infallible 
Knowledge of Gods fecrct Counfels above.all other 
-menin this world: You that are fwifc in {piritual 
confider what I shall here writeand 
the Lord give you underftanding of the truth 
of it: there isa twofold life and death in all man- 
kinde, .eicher a natural or a {pirtual, a manmay be 

in perfect health upon.a natural account, and fick 
death upona {piricual accountat one and the 
fame time, folikewife of the contraty, a man may 
be mortally wounded upon a natural account, and 
fpirituall healed upon an immortal, account at One 


and the fame time alfo. When all rhe fpiritual light — 


or life in the EleGtenters into filent death with the 
mortal foul , .in the twinkling of an eye it quickens 
againinto everlafting glory ; fo likewife of the con- 
trary, when all.che fpiricual darknefs that dwells in 
the Reprobate, fhall enter into a natural death with 


their. mortal fouls,),it fhall quicken againinamo- 


Ment into an eternal {piritual death or fhame : hence 


words 


you may ‘know, that the minde of Chrift in thofe 
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The Souls mortality proved, 
words was this, Fear yenot them which by divine \ 
fofferance may kill both foul and body by a natural 

death , but rather fear him that hath an abfolure c oe. 
power in himfelf to flay both foul and body with an 

eternal death, by raifing mens fouls and bodies a- 

gain out of the duft of the earth , into an undying 


glorious life, or fhameful ever-living death: Inthe 
name of the Lord, [fay, fear him. | 


| —— 


| AS: if the foul of man be not capable of a 
4 &X temporal death , as moft men vainly imagine, 
how then can it be made capable of an eternal death? 
furely if it be not. capable of the leffer, it cannot 
fibly be made capable of the greater : I fay there~’ 
ore that thofe men which know nor the os: 
and eternal dying of the fouls of reprobate mes’, — 
cannot underftand the fpiritual and eternal living of 
the fouls of juft menmade perfe& : Moreover , is 
_ not fin or evil a defeé& or weaknefs of nature, and is 
the effect of this defect any thing’ elfe but death it : 
felf yeaall kinde of death for a moment even to 
all mankinde : “Tis confeft, that if the fpirit or foul 
of the firft man Adam had been {0 powerfully pure 
in its creation , thatit could not haye been defiled 
by fin or evil, no kinde of death then could have‘had 
any power over them inthe leaft, but when oncefin 
entred into his undefiled foul, with it nothing elfe 
but all kinde of death unavoidably €ntred alfo : it ts 
not written that the body, but the foul that fins thal! 
dic, be putto death, or cut off from che land 
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The Souls mortality proved, - 9, 
the living., wherefore. if any mans foul be fo per-. 


~ fe& chat .it cannot be toucht with the leaft motion. 


of fin or evil againft God and man, it is impoffible 
then of any capacity of dying in the leaft; fo like- 
wife if there be nofuch man living , as Lam very 
certain thereis mot, it isas impofible alfofor any 
{infil foul to efcape all kinde of dying inthe leaft, 
as aforefaid ; Furthermore, is there any more then 
one fpiritor foulinaman? and doth notall ratio- 
nal men that are fober , confefs achange of this pre- 
fent life , and is not that life to come , onthe other 
fide of death ? how then can any living foul enter 
into that lifeto come, or be changed: from what 
itis already in the: leaft , but by paffing through 
the black jaws of deaths kingdom; not that I look 
upon death to be dreadful alike unto allmen, for 
I am confident that a full affurance of an enjoyment 


of theglory to come , deftroyes the fting of fin 


which occafioneth the fear of eternal death where 
it prevaileth, by making the natural dying of the 
foul as falling into afweet fleep , unto that {pirit pof- 
fefled withfuchanenjoyment. - 


there is a faying of Solomon that is taken 
for as pure a truth as any in holy Writ, that is. 


 ameer ftumbling block to moft men,through which: 


their underftandings are fo blinded, that theyhave no 

pacience to hear any thing that is contradi@oryto the. 

antient Opinion of learne Ww in thofe words,which, 
is 
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10 The Souls mortality proved. | 
is this, Then [hall the duft return to the earth as it 
was, and the (pirit te God that gave it. Though Solo- 
mon was indued with natural wifdom, from whence 
he uttered many divine Sentences , to the excelling 7 3 | 
of all worldly Princes that ever fhould come after 
him, yer I dare boldly affirm againft all men in this 
world, that thofe words of his proceeded not from 
| the fpiritual knowledge of God inhim , but from 
his own carnal reafon : why ? becauféthat in another 
“ Chapter of the fame Book, he faith, For that which — 
‘befalleth the fons of men beafts one 
thing them, as the one dieth, fo dieth the 
other, they have all one breath , {o that aman hath 
no prebeminence above 4 beaft. Now ifamanathis 
death hath no preheminence above a beaft, why 
-fhould not the fpirit of the beaft return to God that 
paveit, as well as the fpiric of the man?’ Butif 
fpirit diethnot with its body, but.afcendeth 
into heaven, and the fpirit of the beaft with its bo- 
dy defcendeth into the earth and perifheth, then as 
atorefaid, furely a man at his death hath a prehe- 
minence far above a beaft. Moreover, concerning 
the fpirit of man and beaft , being alike in death 
upon a natural account, is unto my underftanding 
aspurea truth ascan be uttered, yet I know that 
‘many: times- worldly Solomens underftand ‘not the 
‘true fenfe oftheir own fayings many’men there are 
which are mighty in natural wifdomof words, but 
concerning a of {piricual things, 
they areeven as weaknels it felf, folikewife of the. 
Contrary, many there are which appear weak “4 
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The Som, ssortality proved, 


natural expreffions, but are very powerful in fpiri- 


tual comprehenfions ; for the wifdom which is from 
omhigh, confifts not in glittering words, but.ina 
right underftanding of glorious things onely.  Fur- 
thermore,fince mans nature was polluted with fin or 
evil, there is no diftinction or preheminence in death 
between the man and the beaft ; for man is become 
natural as the beaft, and wanting natural food , con- 
tinueth no more. then the beaft; and fo being fub- 
to natural infirmities or wants as the beaft is, he 
entereth both fpirit and body into the duft of the 
earth with the beaft , untilthe Lord of all lifeand 
gory according to mans faich in his infinite power, | 
o grant thofe mena preheminence above the beaft, 


_ by quickning their fpirit and bodies again out of the 


grave of death into everlafting life, when the beaft 
remains in the duft for ever for want of the know- 
ledge of fpiritual things. This preheminence of — 
mans natural dying , and {piritualliving again above 
the beaft, which the ever-living God hath revealed. 
inme, I donot remember is mentioned in any of 
the. writings of Solomon: True wifdom is holy or 
pure innocency,, this is the light or life of heavenly 
glory ininan. Now for this, Solomon himfelf. wan- 
ted true wifdom , even inhisold age, according to 
that in the firft of Kings, For. st came to pa[s when 
Solomon was eld, that his wives turned away bis . 


heart after other gods, and his heart was not perfect 


with the Lord bis God, 4s was the heart of David bis 
father. 
C2- Again, - 
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2 The Souls mortality 


reved. 


— 


A Gain, in the fecond Epiftie of Saint Peter, itis 
Athus written, Knowing the firft that no prophefie 
of the Scripture is of any private interpretation : 
for the sy came not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God [pake as they were moved 
by the holy (perit. Andin the laft Chapter of Saint 
Luke, Chrift fpake thus, And he [atd unto them,thefe 

ia arethe words which I fpake unto you while Iwas yet 
with you, that al things muft be fulfilled w hich were 
written in the Law of Moles, andin the Prophets , 
and inthe Pfalms concerning me:you know the glory 
of the Sun difcovereth the fmalleft mote, fo like- 
wife when truth appears in its {piritual brightnefs , it 
difcovers every motion of carnal darknefs in man. 
Solomon indeed was a very wife man, but I never 
read that he was aholy or prophetical man, there- 
fore it doth not appear to me that he was a pen- 
man of holy Writ. Moreover, when Chrift the 

 enely God repeated the forefaid Scriptures unto his 
Apoftles which he came in ficfh to falfil , he waveth 

the writings of Sol@mon: When Chrift alfo faid, ;.4 
greaterthenS olonon is bere,he {pake it in reference to 
Solomons wifdom fo adored by vain-glorious wor!d- 

ly men: ‘tis as if Chrift fhould have faid, A wifdom 

Of amore eminent and glorious concernment pre- 
fentsitfelf to your views but becaufe it appears not 

deck’t with Solomons natural Jewels, therefore reje- 

ed by you: Furthermore, if the wifdom of Splomon 


and chew dom of Chrift-had been of one nature, 
would 
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The Souls mortality proved, 13 
would the Kings of the earth,- think you, have im- - 
brace the one, and defpifed the other ? alfo if Solo- 
mons wifdom had been fpiritual or prophetical in re- 


-lationto his God, becoming a body of fleth , I veri- 


ly believe that both Chrift and his Apoftles would 
have alluded to his writings above all other men. 
Furthermore, why did Chrift fay that the Queen of 
Sheba {hould rife up in judgement againft that. gene- 
ration and condemn it , becaufe the went from the 
utmoft parts of the earth to hear the wifdom of So- 


. lomon , which was but natural, and behold they de- 
. amy to go over thte door threfhold to hear the wif- 


om of God in him, which was fpiritual. — 


—_ 


Gain, you may know that the wifdom of So/o- 
mon was but natural: why? becaufe the greateft 
defpifers in this world of the Lord Jefus and his hea- 
venly wifdom, do embrace the wifdom of Sofomoen, 
even as eternal life it felf, for although Solomon was 
indued with fucha large meafure of wifdom , as to 
finde out any difficult caufe , and to give righteous 
judgement concerning it, and to fpeak a language a- 
bove all other Princes , andto finde out the fecrets 
of nature abve all other men, yet you may know 
his wifdom was but earthly: why ¢ becaufe his {pt- 
rit was overcome by heathenifh women to forget the 
living God , and to worfhip the dead idols of mens 
imagination, who were made to own the wifdom of 
Solomon far above their own , untilhe was deceived — 
by the carnal beauties of his natural Wives. More- 
| over, 
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14 The Souls mortality proved. 
over, you may know that heavenly wifdom fhews a 
man the vanity of all things, though he be always 
remporate in all things; wherefore if the wifdom of. ~§ - 
Solomon had been fpiritual , he might alfo have 
known the vanity of all things without an excefs u- 
i nion or communion with them; forthough a man 
through old age become never fo weak in his body, 
yet whileft his natural fenfe or reafon remaineth , if 
his wifdom be fpiritual; it will appear more ftronger 
inhimto withftand. all carnal temptations , then in 
his youth : not onely becaufe youth lufteth after car- 
nal pleafures, but alfo becaufe Divine wifdom is of 
, anerernal growing nature , according to thar in the 
laft of Malachi , where itis thus written, But unto 
you that fear my name, fall the Son of righteou{ne|s 
arife with healing in his wings and ye fhall go forth 
and grow up as Calves of the ftal » Wheretore if 
the wifdom of Solomen had been of that fpiritual 
perfection or fincerity of foul towards the Creator, 
as his father Davids was , then he would have been 
more {piritual, obedient.to the God. of all fpiritual 
and temperal gifts, then ever David was: why? 
becaufe the Lord bid Solomon ask. what he fhould 
ive him, and granted him his defire, and more then 
he defired; the which thing was-never offered unto 
David, but the contrary altogether,- as in that by 
¢hufing which punifhment the Lord thould lay up- 
-/  @n him in his eternal eftate in theleaft, but I only di- 
ftiiguith between the Creators natural gifts and his 
fpiritual tothew.the tranfcendentexcelienceof 


i, "BE One above the other , and to difcover the vanity 


ease 
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mortality proved. 
and Atheiftical madnefs of mens ‘pirits in all ages, 
in exalting the natural wifdom of a finful Solomon , 
above the fpiricual wifdom of a glorious God or 
Chrift, from whence alone all good and perfec gifts’ 


| 


A Gain, in the next place I fhall returnto the point 
in hand. ‘When the body of man diethand re- 
turns to its duft, moft men do vainly imagine that 
the caufe of itis by the departing of the Recaro 
foul out of the body ; now there is as great a 
miftake among wife men, about the fouls feparating 
it felf, or being feparated from its body indeath, as 
in any one thing in this world,wherefore if thofe that 
fhall view this writing are preferved trom’ defpiling 
the wifdom of God in a veffel of no account amon 
the fons of Solomon , they may come to under!!and 
fach fecrets as are utterly hid from them: give me 
leave to write fomewhat of the natural living of the 
foul in the body of man, for our better underftand- 
ing of its natural dying in, or withthe body, fo long 
as mans mortal fpirit hah egrefs and regrefs, freely 
to motion and breath through its body it liveth, but - 
when thefoul comes to die, itis fhut clofe prifoner 
in its body from all kinde of motion or breathingto 
and fro as formerly : Moreover,: hough the motion 
al part of the foul fwiftly fends forth its thoughts to 
warider into the heights & depths of all things, 
it might comprehend all that may be known, yet 
would have you know that the fenfrble life-ot it cer! 
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16 ‘TheSonls mortality proved. 
ters onely in its own bodys fothat though the na- 
ture of the foul be all kinde of living motion , yet it 
is fo effentially one with its body, being both pro- | 
duced together by natural generation, rhat itis ut- — 
terly uncapable of any kinde of life without it. Thus 
the foul is fixed to the body, as the Sun is fixed to 
the firmament, and as the Sun is {wift of courfe, 
and naturally motioneth through the whole hea- 
vens and the earth, yet continueth in its firmamental 
body; fo likewife the foul alfo being fwift ia its courfe 
and in peace , naturally motioneth into the heavens 
above, or into the earth beneath, folacing it felf with 
feveral contemplations, yet it continucth in its own 
elementary body onely, fo long as it hath any livin 
being : Some men being more nice then wife, sedi: 
fain have.a man prefent afoul into their hand, like 
unto a bird , that they may comprehend it by vifi- 
— ble fight; but men indued with trae wifdom make 
no fuch foolifh Queries: Why? becaufe they know 
itis contrary to the very nature of a fpirit or foul to 
be vifible , but invifible onely; and they alfo know 
that the outward eye feeth no more then the hand 
or the foor, were it notfor its invifible life or foul 
that looketh through the bale of theeye. Thus you 
that are fpiritual may fee that thereis no kinde of 
vifible light or fight in theleaft, but the original of 
it is always invifible : Furthermore, there are many 
thoufands of people do vainly imagine, that there is 
fuchan effential onenefs between the fpirit of God 
- andtheir own fpirit, that inftead of knowing them- 
felves to be but mortal creatures. and muft die, wid 
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The Souls mortality prov ed. 


grofly flatter themfelves with a foolifh conceit, that 


_ they are in an immortal ftate already, and cannot 
fee death: hence itis that many of thefe men are 
wholly given up to live beneath the very brute 
beafts , oftentimes deftroying their own bodies by 
unnatural actions; and not onely fo, but from hence 
alfo they aét all maner of cruelty one towards an- 
other; for what do thefe men commonly fay of the 
body of man? oh, fay they, it is but a natural form 
or cafe of Clay , that returns to its earthly center 
for ever, from whence it came; but, fay they, there 
is a pure fpiritinic which is the life of Godthat © 
cannot die, but returns into the fpiritual center of 
eternity, from whence itcame. 


AS: though the princely part of the foul re- 
main in the head and heartof the man,yet you 
know if the body be perfect, it hath life in every 
part of it: now if the body be under fome extream 
pain , isnotall the light or life in man fenfible of ite 
€a, doth it not participate of that very mifery, by 
being reftlefs throughout, until the extremity of its 
pains be over ? if it be fo, as I am certain it ts, what 
then is there in man that can poffibly efcape death, 
when the body returns to its dut ? for if men were 
rightly informed, or were made willing to under- 
ftand the truth when they hear it, they would know 
thearthat there is no fpiritual light , life, or divine 


nature abiding in them, that is capable of eternal life 
or glory ¢ leaft , bur ry an entring firft intoa 
ni- 
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18 The Souls mortality proved. | 

natural death : why ¢ becaufe,as beforefaid,there is 
no kinde of light or life within, that is or can be fen- 
fible of rhe knowledge of God, men, angels, them- 


‘felves,or any elfe, bur within their own bodies only: 


Moreover, though the Creator influeatially liveth 
in all the {pirits of his redeemed ones, yet you may 
know,that neither men nor angels are capable of re- 
taining his Godhead fpirit,but that ever blefled body 
of our.Lord Jefus Chrift ; and becaufe it is infinite, 
therefore you fhall finde it written in the Philip- 
pians thus , For in himdwelleth all the fulnefs of 
the Godhead bodily : wherefore {eeing Creator-ful- 


_nefs or divine Infinitnefs centers it felf onely in the 
‘man Chrift Jefus glorified, why fhould finful fouls 


dream of enjoying of an eternalimmortality with 


the Lord of Glory in his heavenly kingdom, before 
they have tafted of mortal death as he did? Oh! 


how fain would helplefs fouls enter intothe Creators 

throne before the feafon thereof, or ina new found 
way oftheir own imagining, which the divine Maje- 
fty knew not of ; for had he known any other way 
to glorifie himfelf in the falvation of his Ele& , but 
by dying, he would gladly have embraced the Apo- 


ftle Peters counfel,when he faid untohim , Mafer, 


thy felf. Furthermore, though it be faid that. 
heavens, mor the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain the Lord, yet you may know that thofe words 
were not {poken in relation to his divine quantity, 
but in reference to his glorious quality onely ; for 
it being the nature of his fpirit eternally to increafe 
in-all maner of fpiritual Excellencies , the vertue, 
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The Souls mortality proved. 19 
power, or glory of them naturally fpreadeth it felf 
sah all heavens, angels and men, as it pleaferh 
him: here you that have eyes may fee that there is 
a vaft difference between mens underftandings con- 
gerning the Ever-living Infinite Creator , and ever- 
ying finite creatures ; hence you may know alfo, 
that as the foul and body of man is but one diftiné 
living , or rather dying form, till che all-quickening 
power of Life raife him from the grave of dead duft, 
into a perfonal life of everlafting glory‘again; fo like- 
wife the fpiritual foul and body of the man Chrift 
Jefus now fitting upon the Throne of his Glory , is 
that one diftiné ever- living God-man , even bleffed 


unto all eternity. 


| 


AGain, though many men imagine they have 
‘two fpirtts in them diftiné from one another, 
 becaufe of a two-fold contradiétion in man, yet you 
may know they are fo united in mans body, that 
they make but one abfolute fpirit , foul or life, and 
no more: what are thefe two diftiné fpirits in the 
body of man fo much fpoken of ¢ are they any thing 
elfe but as it were two {parks of fire talking unto 
each other in a ftill or low voice, fothat nocreature 
can truly know what they talk of in the leaft, but the 
Creator onely? now when thefe fiery {parks are mo- 
ved to declare themfelves by voice-of words to the 
hearing of others, are they not compelled to do ie 
through one fiefhly tongue onely? Moreover,though 
chefe {parks are of two diftinét natures, the one 
D a rational, 
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20 “The Souls mortality proved. 


"rational, andthe other fpiritual yet you here fee that 


without a tongue of flefh neither of them canvocaliy 
“utter words,no more then the ftones inthe ftreer. 
Moreover, a that divine {park in man whichis 
as an afcending,glorious propriety hath noother way 


_ to utter wordsbut through a tongue of flefh,no more 


then the natural {park , and is alfo glad when it can 
‘receive more heavenly light into its natural body to 
folace it felf withal: what fober man living therefore 
can imagine or think where this divine {park can be 
capable to enjoy any light or life, fenfible voice, or 
fpeech, but in its own body onely it then poffeffeth, 
until with its natural body it enters into death, and 
quickens again into a fpiritual body of everlafting 
Aife and glory, like unto God himfelf, feated on a 
Throne of eternal Infinitenefs? Furthermore, is this 
divine light in mans mortal foul any thing elfe but a 
meer witnefs of things to be enjoyed in another life; 
thata manis uncapable of to enjoy in this body in 
the leaft?now when thou injoyeft this witnefs of God 
within thee, is there not an eternal infinite witnefs at 
the fame time living in its own glorious center with- 
out thee? Now if there-be an eternal fpiritual witnefs 
living without thee that is infinite, as without all 


‘controverfie there is,then though that witnefs which 


is within thee be of the very fame nature , it muft © 
needs enter into death, unlefs thou canft prove 
that witnef$ which is withinthee , to be as infinite as 
that which is without thee, the which I am very cer- 
tain thowcanft not: why ¢ becaufe inthe midft of 
thy naturalor fpiritual life, fudden death may feize 
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The Souls mortality proved. at 
upon thee throughout, and thou not know from 
whence itcame, what thou waft, nor where thou 
art, evenina moment , no more then the duft un- 


Gain, if thou didft foreknow thatthy fpirit or 
- Afoul is uncapable of dying, why then wilt thou. 
fuffer thy felf to be overtaken with fudden death?"or 
why art thou fo foolifh to fuffer thy felf-to be over- 
topt by death,or any kind of mifery in the leaft¢nay, 
how is it poffible for an infinite Majefty it felf to 
compel a creature to fuffer any kind of death at all, © 
if that perfon is poffeffed with an ever-living fpirit? 
Moreover,feeing it is as clear as the pureft light;that. 
no man living would fuffer any kind of pain in the 
leaft ,if he could poffibly avoid its and yet many in- 
_ nocent fouls do exceedingly fuffer both upon a_na- 
tural and fpiritual account alfo; why then fhould: 
men that are zealous for a God, exalt themfelves. 
into his eternal Throne, knowing themfelves at beft 
to be but perifbing vanities whilft they remain in- 
thefe bodies of clay ? Furthermore, it men were 
troly acquainted with the {pirit of the re 
they would know then that it is contrary to all fober 
fenfe or reafon whatfoever, that the {pirit, foul, or 
life of mankinde fhould be capable to enter into a 
living paradife , heaven, or glory without its body:. 
why ¢ becaufe according to ~ ma of holy Writ, 
neither the Prophet E/sjah, no nor the Lord of 
Glory him(felf, afcended into the kingdom of ever- 
lafting glory without itheit.bodies, 
Again,. 


a> 
e 
> 
‘ 
« 
45 
a 
} 
© 
» 
a 
> 
as 
é 


22 The Souls mortality proved, 


AS: what is the ground of mens ignorance 0” 
the mortality of their fouls, is it nor for want o} 
a knowledge of their non-being or beginning? fo 
if men knew their finful fouls and bodies had thei- 
beginning together from mans nature, which is but 
duft , then would they alfo know they muft wholly 


return into their duft again, andfohave anendun- 
ulthelaft day: moreover, know that before «. 


creature appeares into a bodily form, it is uncapabl- 
of any fenfible light or life in the leaft , either to it 
felf, or to anyother man; fo likewife you may know it 
is asimpoflible that that creature fhould be fenfible 
of any light or life when its body returns to its earth, 
‘no more then it was before it became a living form, — 
as beforefaid.Furthermore,though in the beginning 
out of an eternal Chaos of confufed matter , God 
created all things that were made into life and form 
by vertue of his word, {peaking onely , yer you may 
know that fince the nature or foul of man was pol- 
luted with fin or evil, not onely beafts, fowls , fith- 
es, and all created things produce one another into 
2 formable life onely by natural generation; but the 


_ finful fouls and bodies of mankinde alfo are genera- 


ted one from another: hence you may underftand 
thus much ; thatis to fay, that the foul of man in its 
conception proceeds not by infufion from the fpirit 
of God, no more then the fpirit of the beaft, whar- 
foever men vainly have imagined to the contrary. In 
the law ofofes you mayfinde it thus 
fig 0 
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The Souls mortality proved, 23 
fouls that came with Jacob into Egypt , which came 
out of bis loins, were threefcore and fix , according 
to the truth of holy Writ. Whence is it then that na- 
tural wife men , contrary to all fober fenfe or reafon, 
fhould imagine or think that mortal bodies fhould 
be poflefied with immortal fpirits or fouls which 
cannot die ? nay, is it not for want of a real under- 
Handing of the immortal Creator, that menare fo 
ignorant of their own mortality ? 


Gain, if the fpirit of the Creator, and the {pirit 
of the creature fhould be fo effentially united , 
that they are become but one ever-living Jife,as mae 
ny Atheiftical men in this age do vainly imagine , 
what difference would there be thenbetweenthe glo- . 
rious. Creator,and the vanifhing creatures?nay,what 

effects hath this curfed opinion ites forth among 
thoufands of men and women within thefe twenty 


____-years,but a glorying in carnal community,orunnatu- 


ral filthinefs one towards another, in an utter defi- 
ance of any other God, but perifhing nature onely? 
hence alfo it is that thefe men and women, or rather 
devils incarnate, fay unto one another , that there is 
no other God but their own invifible fpirits which 
never dies, but paffeth out of one form into another, 
from one generation to another, even to all eternity: 
moreover, if you would pladiybe perferved from t 
error of wicked men, know chen that as the-foul and 
body of man is but one living perfon diftin®: from 
_ all other creatures, fo likewife the fpirit and body of 
3) our. 


i 
+ 
- 
" 
4 
&. 


The Souls mortality proved. 

x our Lord Jefus Chrift is both God.and man in one | 
| majeftical perfon, diftin& from men or angels , as 
‘beforefaid : Furthermore, ifthe bleffed Creator bea 

plorified perfon in form like a man, diftiné from all 

things and places,as'tis clear he is, how is it poffible 
then for the Spirit of the Creator , and the foul of 
the creature to be but one effentiallife , feeing they 
are two diftin& perfons ¢ for if the foul of man, and 
the fpiritof God are but one living life, whence is 
‘it then that the fouls of fome men, yea oftentimes of 
men of rare natural parts, not onely in their life time 
through fpiritual or rational agomies , do curfe and 
blafpheme the Creator, but in their death alfo often- 
times cry out, they are eternally damned, not en- 
duting to hear the name of the moft holy God made 
‘Mention of inthe leaft ? Finally, if mens fpirits or 
fouls be fo divine that they are not capable of dying, 
or of being putto death, I wonder that they make 
mS nonfe of their immortal power, cither by prevent- 
ing of natural pain, difeafes, or death to their per- 
| fons, feeing no man hates his own flefh, but loves it 

a and cherifheth it : orel{e by refifting whatfoever is 

not pleafant to them. 


1 


‘AX Gain, if men have no power in them to pre- 
afliGions when they ftand in moft need of help, 
why then fhould any fober manimagine or thin 

wuld be immortal, 


. that fich helplefs fouls as we ate 
and cannot di 
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Souls mortaiity proved. 
Ifthe fouls or fpirits of mankind in general, bein'a 
mortalor imperfeé condition and muft die , what 
. perfection is that fpoken of by Chrift and his Apo- 
{tlesin holy writ, Be ye perfect as your heavenly Fa- 
ther ts pat and fuch like, from a divine gift gi- 
ven me co reveal fecrets : To rhis I anfwer, There is a- 
twofold fpiritual perfection belonging to the re- 
deemed of the Lord, as namely there is a perfection oe 
of grace attainable unto ia this life,and there is a per- 
fection of glory which is only atrainable in the life to | 
come. Moreover, though the natural body of an ia 
veflel may be capable to enjoy never fo much 
| 


divine lighr, life, or perfe@ion in him, for confolati- 4 

on and fatisfaction to its own fouk, and for a further 

confirmation unto thofe that fhall poffefs the fame — 

light in them; yet you may know it isa glorified 

body onely that is capable of a full enjoyment of 

divine glories which are cternal in the life to. come s 

I would have no man therefore imagine or think that 

I dream of enjoying of fuch a perfection in this bo- 

dy, as to the rogting out of all fin or evil in maa 

whatfoever, as many men would vainly imagine, 

but the perfection I Treat of is this, that is to fay, 

when. a foul: is pofieft with fuch a meafure of thi 

light of life eternal in him, that it is thereby en- 

abled to ftand ftill, and to fee the falvation of God 

in its own foul , flowing from a fountain of perfonal 

glories without him, and not from aformlefs Chrift 

or God w'thin men onely, as many men in thefe our 

both ignorantly and impudently affirm. -Fur-— 

thermore, you may know that a principle degree of 

the perfection here treated a this, that is to ree 
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The Souls mortality proved. 
' | when the glory of eternal life, and the thame of 
everlafting death, are in their proper natures fo real. 
ly made known toa foul, that in relation to profit or 
pleafure, inward temptations , or outward perfecuti- 
ons for confcience fake, it is unmoveable like unto 
God himiclf. 


« 


AS aman may be faid to be perfe@t ina mea- 
according to the Scripture, when he 
- knowingly glory in his God that accounts him wor- 
thy to wear a crownof thorns im this life, as a hea- 
venly pledge of a crown of glory in the life to.comie, 

as proceeding from the eternity of his free love : 

| Another Scripture- perfection in this life is chis,;when 
— 2 foul enjoys fucha heavenly wifdom in him, as not 
tO give judgement upon any fpiritual thing that is 
enyuntil the thing fpoken of be fo clear in his un- 
erftanding,that he have no occafton of after repen- 
tancein himfelf for ever: Another degree of Scri- 
pture-perfedction is this, when a foul poffeffeth a 
i!) -«meafare of Divine love both to God and'‘man, ‘that 
the hope of eternal glory deftroyeth all fear of ever- 
Tafting vengeance in him ; it may be faid to enjoy 
perfection in itaccording to the Scriprures : More- 

“ever, when aman certainly knows that he ‘hath re- 


i ceived an immediate Commiffion from the livin 
“God co declare divine fegrets, and alfo 4 
| ‘that the principle end of all ‘his {pcakings or writ- 
|= _ ings, proceeds onely from a fpirit of pure lovein — 
him tohiselect brethren , fucha foul as this 
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tained to Scripture- perfection as aforefaid: Further- 
more, that foul which from infallible grounds, is in- 
abled truly to diftinguith between the knowledge of 
the ftate of grace in this life, and the ftate of glory 
in that life tocome, from the light of life eternal, I 
pronounce, fuch a manas this perfect, according to 

the fayings of holy Writ; but if a man fhall pretend 
to comprehend a {piritual perfection in this life, and 
a perfection in that lifeto come, from no 
other God nor Chrift but what is within him onely; 
I fay that fuch a man as this through grofs ignorance — 
doth in effec fay there is no other God belides him- 
felf, or perifhing nature onely , whatfoever he fhall 
rity to the contrary by glittering words or 
actions. 


A Gain, if mans foul be mortal and muft die 
£ & with its body, and fobecomefilent duft till 
the end of alltime. The query may be by fome , 
of what concernment is this Scripture-perfection 
to aay man in this life : To this I an{wer, to that man 
whichenjoys it, it will be very advantagious, both 
 inlife, and in death, and intharlifetocome; inthis 
life, becaufe by itrhe manis ftrengrhned patiently 
and peaceably to endure all kinde of afflictions, and 
verfecutions for righteoufnels. fake whatfoevers in 
h, becaufeit makes the foul willing to die, from-a 
perfed affurance of being raifed again our of its dead _ 
duft,Jinto a never-dying glorious life atthe laft day, 
by the.all powerful word of an everliving Jelus, chat 
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moft high and mighty God'now fate down in the 
midft of his eternal chrone, in the life tocome, be- 
caufe the more perfect we are inthe underftanding 
of divine myfterics in this lite, the more God-like 
elorious fhall we be in the life to come for everlatt- 
ing; for according to the meafure of grace and 
knowledge of God attained to in this mortal body, 
fo fhall the meafure of glory be in our mortal bodies 
which we {hall enjoy in the life to come.: Moreover, 
this Scripture- perfection is of great concernment for 
a {piritual confirmation to all thofe that fhall enjoy 
the fame light unto life eternal; befides all this itis 
of concernmentalfo, becaufe it willbe a dreadful 
witnefs in the fouls and bodies of all thofe which 
were lefrto difpife this excellent truth of the fouls 
mortality , when it prefente i it felf unto them with 
fuch an open face as ishereinferted. __ 


Gain, whilft men remain ignorant of the fouls 
mortality, how can they know the principle 
eround of any fpiricual truth; when a wife and skil- 
tul husbandman foweth his feed in the earth, whether 
jt be that of Wheat, or any other grain, doth he not 
firft look for a diffolution of its prefent life, before 
he expects it capable to quicken it felf into amore 
profitable living being : Moreover, feeing Chriit and 
his Apoftles maketh ufe of the wheat corn principly, 
or onely for the fetting forthof fouls mortality , 
as you may finde it written in the 12. of Saint Fohn, 
and in the 15. Chap. of the firft Epiftle of the apis 
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Souls mortality proved. 
thians : what is it then but the depth of carnal igno- 
rance that moft men lie under, foolifhily to conceive 
their fouls to be immortal in mortal bodies , for if 
men inthe leaft did underftand the nature of im- 
mortal fpirit, they would then eafily know the mor- 
tality of their own fpirits : what is thenature of an 
immortal fpirit , the nature of it isa fiery fpiritual 
glory, info much that in what body foever it inha-' 
biteth, it immediately confumes it toafhes, orra. 
ther makes it to fhine more glorious then the Sunin 
hisftrength , And his face fhone like the San in his 
firength, Rev. 1. And when Chrift which w our life: 
appear , then fhall we alfo appear with him in 
glory : Furthermore, you know rhe Scriptures makes 
mention of two diftiné&t bodies, andof their feveral 
habitations; as namely an earthly anda heavenly , 
an natural and a fpiritual,or a mortal and an immore 
tal; as for the natural body, is it notof this fide 
of death? and is not the fpiritual or glorified body 
onthe other fide of death? Finally, asa fpiritual 
body fures onely with an.immortal fpirit; fo hkewife 
an natural body futes onely with a mortal foul, unlefs. 
thy body therefore were immortal, why fhouldft 
thou imagine thy foul immortal what isthe reafon 
that any kindeof body fhould be uncapable of: mor-" 
tality? isit northrough the immortality of its 

ng 


fo likewife what is the caufe of mans ‘body 


. 
2. 


4 
* 
4 
. 4 
¥ 
f 
{ 
7 
4 


on ~ 7 
a ~ 


350 Souls mortality proved, 


AS: is a matural body any thing elfe but a 
. lump of dying corruption, though it be never 

{o compleat in form and perfect health? fo likewife 
of the contrary, Isa fpiritual body any thing elfe 
bura perfectlump of incorruptible glory? gran- 
ced, that if the foulof man were fo {pinitual, that it 
could. preferve its body in perfect life and health 
without natural food, there would need no more 
difpute concerning this point; but fecing not onely 
the. body but the foul alfo is ina languithing conditi- 
on, when no natural food isto be had: Why then 
3 fhouldany wife man countime a fool for a fober rea- 
foning forth the mortality of the foul’ {ceing ac- 
cording to the truth of holy Writ, itis both natural 
and finful: Moreover, though the Scriptures make 
mention of an natural and of a fpiritual body;yet Ine- 
ver read of any eflential onenefs between them in the 
leaft, neither in relation te their natures.nor places, 
but of che contrary according to fpiricual truth I 


finde 2 vaft)difproportion between them ; for as 
— natural body is utterly uncapable to enter into 


ingdom.of eternal glory, butonely through 
death; fo.likewife no-fpiritual body inthe throne of 
erernity,is capable tolive ina natural’ way,unlefs it be 
changedsorit change itself by a kinde of dying from 
its eternal {pinituality:It is written, Behold,I fhew you 
a fecret thing, we foall not all fleep, but we fhall all be 
changed in 4 moment, in the twinkling of an eye. My 
beloved brethren, how fuitable is this 
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of the Souls fleeping in the daft, 
cret thing fpoken of by the Apoftle Paul, to the my- 
ftery in hand? if the Lord Jefus will be pleafed 
clear it up to your underftandings.. 


A in the next place, I fhall treat of the word 
Sleeping ; there is a twofold fleep: in ‘all man- 
kinde, there tsa fleep of life, anda fleep of death: 
Firft I fhall white of the fleep of life, for our better 
underftanding of the fleep of death, I fpeak to fober 
men : When a poor creature is almoft weary of his- 
life for want of reft, what is that'in him that defireth 
after fleep for reliefto the whole man ? is it his bo- 
dy, or his foul? If it be hisfoul, as none can deny 
that are fpiritually wife, itis northe body then 
foul only that is capable of defiring after fleep; you 
know the foul is the fenfible life of the body, and 
whilft that life -fenfibly opperateth in the body, flo 
man can poffibly fléep in the leaft; but of the contra- 
_ry,when a man falls into afweet and filent fleep, itis 
through the departing of ‘the fenfible life out of his. 
memory for that fezfon, fo that though the body o 


man cannot fubfift-unlefs it enjoy fome reft through 
fleep, yet youmdy know that 'the original caufe of 
waking or fleeping ,proceeds onely from the fenfible- 
nefs 5 or infenfiblenet of the foul : Moreover , if 
it be ‘the foul-dnely that defires after fleep, fome 
mien may fay unto‘me, when'the foul of Samuel con- 
-‘verfed with the Lord bya vifion in his fleep , was it 
pot fenfible of what it received from the Lord , 
Ely? 
how 
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| hend.this fecrer, that is to fay, though all mankinde 
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how then can it be properly faid, that the foul of S4- 
onuel was a flcep arthat time when ic talked withthe 
Lord? To this fubtile query take this following an- 
fwer, Amans foul may bein a deep fleep upon a 
natural account , and yet may be perfe€tly swaked 
upon a fpiricual account at one and the (ame time : 
give me leave to write a little of mine own experi- 
ence which I have received from the Lord, it is 
impoflible for any man by its fenfe or reafon , to be 


capable at the firft hand to comprehend any thing 


that is {piritual; may itis that deadly enemy that Js 
ever warring againft the pure truth in all the of 
God, yet millions of fouls there are which through 
deep darkaefs, do adore this hellhound., as their only 
God , to their eternal condemnation, through the 
fecret decree of aninfinite wifdom. Furthermore, 


‘if there were never fo Jittleof the divine light in all 


mankind,as fome men vainly there is; I fay 
-from the Lord it was impoffible then for any man to 

perifh upon fpiritual account in this life, or in that 
-tocome; hence you that are {piritual may compre- 


through mixture of feeds are generated by carnal 
copulation ;. yet there is a certain number of them 
that are onely capable of receiving of the light and 
life of the glory tocome; wherefore th aman 
¢ outwardly appear never fo pure in expr , and 
juft in his actions, yet if he {hall own no other-God, 
_Chtift, or glory to come, but what is within him 
onely, or what he is cabable to injoy in this prefent 
body light that chis man yet 
n0o- 
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nothing elfe but the depth of carnal darkne(S: If the 


light that is in theebe darknels , how great is that 
darknefs ¢ faith Chrift. 


' A Gain, in anfwer to this of Sammnel, I thall indea- 
vor all plainnefs of fpeech , yet I am doubrful 
it will remain as a Paradox toalmoft all men that. 
fhall fee it: when the vifion appeared unto Samuel, 
all chat was in him was faft afleep; now that which 
awoke in Samuel to enjoy communion with the 
Lord, was not his natural fenfe or reafon in the leaft, 
but ic was a fpiritual ‘on inhim, which formerly he 
received from that yifional glory then appearing to 
him,or in him; hence the Saints may come to under- — 
ftand this fecret, that all heavenly vifions and revela- 
tions belong onely to the Lords redeemed ones: 
Moreover, though a man be perfectly awaked, yet 
if he be unfenfible of his own thoughts for that fea- 
fon, he may be looked upon as afleep; fo like- 
wife it is when a fpiritual vifion appears to a man, for 
whether the mans foul be afleep or awake, the glory 
of the vifion converts all the natural fenfes into a 
‘kinde of fenfelefnefs for a feafon , thar it may com- 
-municate its divine pleafure to that which is onely 
‘capable to comprehend ir, as beforefaid : Further- 
more, I am fo far from denying a fober ufe of reafon 
in its proper place, that I acknowledge it an admir- 
able inftrument for illuftrating the things of God to 
rational men, fo that ic betrucly feafoned with the 
heavenly vifions of everlafting life; but of the con- 
trary 
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of Dreams. 
trary from an un-erring fpirit , I confidently affirm , 
that the things of God are not capable to be com- 
prehended by the moft pureft reafon in the angels 
themfelves, but by alight of a more tranfcendent ex- 
cellency, fecretly flowing into their rational fpirits 
from an incomprehenfible glory. 


A Gain, inthe next place, I thall write a Little of 
+ & Dreams in fleep : I fhall not {peak much of it, 
becaufe the occafions of dreaming may be as nume- 
rous as thedreams themfelves;fome there are that put 
fuch confidence in their dreams, becaufe fometimes 
or often they partly prove true, that through a fanta- 
{tical opinion of the truth of their dreams, theyvainly 
adore them asa divine oracle 5 indeed in the time of 
the Law dreaming of marvellous thingswere of great 
concernment, not onely becaufe the Lord himfelf 
did often appear in dreams and vifions of the night 
tohis Prophets; buralfo becaufe fome of his fer- 
vants had the gift of a true interpretation of them in 
their things roceme; as namely, 
Foferh, Daniel , and others, but it is not fo now; 
therfore dreams are of no value unto us,as to-put the 
leaft confidencein them : Why ¢ becaufe we know 
that inftead of dreams or vifions in the night or Pre- 
latical charmes , God himéelf is thealone teacher of 
his cle& onely, by the immediate infpirations of his 
moft holy fpirit: Moreover, what dreams foever ap- 
_peatsto men in fleep , occafions no marvel co me in 

the leat; why? becaufe I know that rhe fpirit of 
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man both fleeping and waking, is nothing el(e but 
all kinde of ymaginary lying dreams and carnal won- 


ders, unlefs it be truly fenfible of what it faithand 


doth: If the foul of man be but as a perifhing dream, 
unlefs it be eftablifhed with a right underftanding in 
fome meafure of glorious things which afe eternal, 
how then can any man truly fay that his foul, and all 
that is in him, is not faft afleep, whenadream, 
whether true or falfe, thall fo rake away the ufe of his 
fenfes, fothat whilethe dream is in force, another 
man that is awaked,may wound him or kill him, and 
he kaow nothing of it for want of the ufe of his fen- 
fes ¢ Thus you that are fpiritual may cleerly fee , 
that though the body of manis in part ftrengthned 
through natural fleep , and without it cannot con- 
tinue, yet it is the foul onely that is capable of fleep, 
or defire after it for the comfort of the whole man : 
But pafiing by natural fleeping ot dreaming in this 
body of fiefh, I fhall come to the true intent of the ~ 
Apoftles faying, We fhall not all fleep, &c. 


A Gain,what was this fleep shat all muft not tafte 

of, fpoken of by Pawl? truly it was nothing 
elfe but the fleep of the foal under deaths power in 
the grave, or a filent fleeping of the foul and body 
cogether in the duft of the earth till the end of all 
time,according to that in the laft chapter of Daniel, 
where you may finde it thus written, And many of 
them that fleepinthe duft of the earth [ball awake, 
fome to evirlapine life , and to fhame and per- 
F 2. petual 
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36 Of the Souls fleeping in the aut. 
petual contempt. Inthe 4. Chapter of the firft Epi- 
file to the Theffalonians, vis thus written , I would 
not, brethren, have you ignorant concerning them 
which are afleep , fe if we believe that Fefus ts 
dead, and is rifen,even [0 them which fleep in 
will God bring with him: for this fay we unto you 
by the word of the Lord , that we which live and 
are remaining inthe coming of the Lord, fhall not 
prevent them which fleep, and the dead in Chrift 
fhall rife firft , you know there is a faying, They that 
were dead in fins and tre(paffes hath he quickned ; 
was it their bodies, or was it their fouls that was un- 
der the deadly power of fin or evil, when Chrift by 
his {pirit quickned it from the death of fin to the life 
of righteoufnefs ? So likewife if mens fouls be not 
dead alleep with their bodies in the duft of the . 
earth , there is nothing capable toberaifedat the 
day, by the all-quickning word of an everliving 
God: if the foul did not fleep inthe grave with its 
body, there could be no refurrection oF any kinde of 
body atall; Why ¢ becaufe as the foul in its life 
time was Onely capable in its one body to hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and live; fo likewife it 
is the fouls,under death, that is onely capable to hear 
the vioce of am Infinite Majefty, faying unto the 
fouls of the elect that fleep intheir graves, Come 
s forth with bodies all glorious like unto my felf, 
and enter with me and my mighty Angels into 
my everlafting Kingdom . then {hall his voice al- 
fo command the fouls of the reprobate to come 
forth with bodies fuitable to their wicked ips, 
ac 
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Of the Souls leeping inthe daft. 


k black and datk bodies » yea bodies of nothing but 


fhame and confufion of face; bodies of burning, 


envy , wrath, and fury againft themfelves, be- 


caufe of their everlafting feparation from all 
{piritual and temporal confolations whatfo- 


ever, 


' A Gain, you that are fpiritual know that the 
-& body of man is no way capable of reft or 
{leep without its foul, no more then the foul is 
capable of fenfible waking without its body ; 
fo likewife it is with a man at his death, it is 
not his body but his foul onely that is capable 
of the fleep of death; for if men could for e- 
ver enjoy their natural life in this body with-— 
out any pain or forrow, ‘no man living would, 
or could defire to change his prefert conditi- 
on: hence you may know that as pain or for- 
row upon a fpiricual account is death to the 
peace of the minde , fo likewife the extreamity 
of natural grief or pain , is that which is the 
death of the foul. Moreover, if men could un- 
derftand by what means their natural life was 
preferved, the natural. dying of the foul, in or 
with the body would no longer feem ftrange 
unto them; for mans life is continually prefer+ 
ved by the death of all that he eatsand drinks, 
wherefore when the natural life is almoft {pent for © 
want of reft, the foul is glad to enter into a dead 
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43 Of the Souls fleeping in the duft. 
4leep, for the prolonging or the reviving of 2 new - 
ie fikewike it ; with mans foul and botly in 
death, in refefente to the glory tocome , for except - 
vethe feul of man be capable to enter into a natural 
death with its ‘body, it is impoffible, it fhould 
.ever be capable to be quickned into a 
that is eternal : Thus you that have divine eyes, 
‘may fee that there is as abfolute a neceffiry that the — 
foul of man fhould fleep with its body in the duft of 
theearth, thatic might bein acapacity of becom- 
ing an ever-living glorious body, as it is for a mortal 
foul to enter into a dead fleep with its body, for the 
ing or renewing its matoral life again, asa- 
orefaid. Furthermore, when the foul and body of 
aman is fo faft afleep , thatit is unfenfible of it felf, 
and of all things elfe, what is it for that feafon to 
itfelf, or any thing elfe, but a meer lump of dead 
earth? fo that whether a man fleeps or wakes, lives 
or dies, his foul and body is fa effentially one 
through natural procreation , that it isas impoffible 
to divide them in death,as to feparate them in life 
 buras they hada beginning together in acreat 
way, folikewife being but acreature,they muft end 
- together in death, for the manifeftation of 'the glo- 
rious power of an infinite Majefty, when he fhall 
re-create out of dead duft nv millions of fouls 
and bodies, fome for. eternal bleflednefs , and o- 
ther fome for everlafting curfednels, 
of sale fpeaking through his mo 


by the vertue 
uth, as before- 
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“i Gain, all men that underftand generation 


through carnal copulation , do or may under- 


ftand this following fecret, that is tofay, Though 


the life or foul of a manlieth fecretly hid in their 
feeds, and being united together, they become but — 
one life, yet inthe time of conception, theliving 

feed is compelled to die before it can be capable, ta 

conceive a babe into life; both male and female - 
have rafted inwardly of this death and life that] 
here treat of in conceiving of their children, onely 
the myftery of the thing ishid from them. More- 
over, if all {piritual life in man is begorten through 
the death of fin, &all mortal life is begotten through 
the death of nature, how then can any fober mar 
be fo weak as to imagine or think, that his Anful font 
is already immortal and cannoe die? Nay,1 dare 
boldly fay, that there is nothing that aman eats or 
drinks for his comfort, that is capable to nourifh 
his natural life, tillche life or vertue of that which 
he hath eaten or drunken, firft diewithinhinf, and 
fo quicken again intc living nourifhment 7 where- 
fore if a man through an incurable difeafe, isin a 
languifhing conditien , then know the true caufe 
why thofe things miniftsed to him, though they be 
fuitable to his grief, and never fo exce tod 


none effect, iris becanfe the pollurion.of his bloo 
prevents the dying of hole living vertues minftred 
to him: Furthermore., to conclude this point, when 
a mortal creature is near unto death, you. 
that which is given to him for his confolation, or 

Want. 
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AD True worfbip difcovered. 

want of dying in him, is either vomitted up again, 

‘or paffech through him, doing no good nor hurt in |e 
 theledft. Thus you that haveeyes,mayfeethereis 

no poflibility of pofleffing any natural or fpiritual 

life bur chrough death. | 


A Gain, in the next place, I fhall treat alittle of the 
Worthip of God from Chrifts own words to 

the woman of Samaria in the fourth Chapter by 

Saint F0bn, where he faith, Ye worfhip that which ye ‘ 

know not, we wor[hip that which we know, for [alva- 


tion is of the Fews but the hour cometh,and now ss, 
when the true worlhippers fhall worjbip the father in $ 
andintruth, for the Father requireth fuch to 


worfhip him. Godis a {pirit , andthey that worfbi 
thefe words Chrift did inform the woman of Sama- —F 
via, that hisinvifible foul was that God or fpirit a- - 
ait biding onely in his perfon , ‘by the which {piritual 
union, fometimes the true believer is filled with joy 
un{peakable and full of glory.” Moreover, when 
Chrift and the Samaritan woman talked to- 
gether, if you take notice of the chief ground 
of their difcourfe, you fhall finde it was about 
thé true worfhip of the true God , from thefe 
words; Our fathers worfhipped in this mountain, and 
Sayin Ferufalem men ought to worfhip , therefore 
when Chrift laid, God is a [pirit, and they that wor- 
him, muft him in [pirit and truth , be 
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vifible worfh'p from mens tongues, eyes and hands, 
was to be done away , that the inv ftdle worthip of 
the invifible God may take place in the hearts ot his 
people forever. Furihermore, Chrift gave her to 
underftand allo, that the worthip required by him 
from his Saints, was an inward ftilnefs by which 
their fouls were made willing to hearken tothe vo ce 
Or motions of his moft holy {pirit, {peaking in them 
Variety of heavenly pleatures concerning the glory 
Of Eternity, fochat as fire purifieth the drofs in the 
gold , Chrift by che vertue of his Godhead-fpirir, 

urifieth the whole man from all filthinefs of Aeth 
and {pirit, flowing from mans unclean reafonand 
evil imagination, which is che Prince of the air, al- 
ways rlieg in the children of difobedience, 


A Grin, this fpiritual worfhipping of God in 
Chri't, is fo powerful infome , both in their 
language and practce, chit it mikes their very 
faces dreadful ro all glictering tongue-hypocrites 
W iacfoever that knowthem , evea fuch honor. bes 
longs co all living lovinz Sainis; this fpiricual com=’ 
munion with God in Chrift, doth alfo give a man 
power to flight che deceirful riches and frothy honor 
of chis perithing world as dung , in comparifon of 
thar moft excellent glory that it hath tafted of. 
Moreover, Chrift gave the Samaritan woman to un- 
derftand, thac none can fpiritually worthip him ull 
the light or vertue of his fpirit firft enters into them; 
therefore he faith, He was found of thems that fought 
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him not , and when they were in their blood , and 
nocye pittied them, he faid unto them, Live, and 


behold they lived in his ight, fo that when an 


veflel hath wearied himfelf out with long feeking af- 
ter his God in the vifible worfhips of men, and {0 is 
loft in all his worfhip, then,and got ull then, the glo- 
ry of Chrifts free love moves his Godhead fpirit to 
pitty that helplefs foul, by revealing himfelf unto 
him, and. writing the fpiritual Law of his eternal 
love in his heart, whereby he finds his foul changed 
from carnal envy into an intire love of all things that 
are moft excellent,with a readinefs of minde to fuffer 
ali kinde of wrong, and render good for evil, for 
Chrifts fake, in obedience to his holy commands, 
who was a perfect pattern of all manner of righte- 
ous obedience to the death, as a fore-runner for his 
renewed ones, to walk in the fame fteps by his power 


their days. 


A Gain, this fpiritual worthipping of the true God 
fils a foul with divine longings after a vifible 2s 
well as an invifible fight of ha glorious perfon, even 


faceto face, from whence all their heavenly enjoy- 


ments and real affurance of more tranfcendent excel- 
lencies proceeds:thus it is clear to the heirs of glorious 
crowns that are of a.difcerning (pirit, that that wor- 
fhip at Ferufalem,and elfewhere,treated of by Chrift 
to the Samaritan woman,was to be done away,that a 
more fpiritual might take place, fo that all vifible 
worthipping of an invifible {piritnal God, is now but 
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True Worlbip difcovered.. 43 
as a golden calf of mens own imaginations , and no 
more accepted of by Chrift, then the cutting off 
of a dogs neck; thus from an un-erring light in 
fome meafure, I have remonftrated: to the cle& 
what is the very true God, and his fpiritual worfhip 
accepted of him; ’tis not outward praying,preach. 
ing, fafting, or thankfgiving to be feen of men, but 
itis an inward, fpiritual,filent praying and praifing, 
fafting and feafting upon the glorious things of e- 
ternity, which is onely feen by divine eyes; God is 
a {pirit,or rather a fpiritual perfon, and they that 
worfhip him,muft worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. 


Gain, inthe 6. Chapter by Saint -ark, it is 
thus written , when they bim walk- 
ing upon the fea, they {uppofed it had been [pirit, 
and cryed out , for they all {aw him and were fore 
afraid; but anon he talked with them, and faid un- 
tothem, Be ye of goodcomfort,it #1, be not afraid ; 
and imthe laft Chapter by Saint Lwke, are thefe fay- 

ings, And as they ake thefe things, Fefus him. 
[elf flood in the mi it of them, and {aid unto them, 
Peace be unte you; but they were abashed and afraid, 
fuppofing that they had [een a [pirit, then be [aid unto 
them, why are yetroubled, andwherefore do doubts 
arifein your hearts? behold mine hands and my feet, 
for it is I my elf, handle me and fee, for 4 {pirtt bath 
not flesh and bones,as ye fee me have, My fpiritual 
brethren,thefe fayings of Chrift feem to contradict 
the truth of all that I have written concerning God, 
G2 being 
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"44 True Worfbip difcovered, 
being a fpiritual body or perfon inform like a men, 

and many men for want of the fpirit of the Scrip- 

tures do imagine, that Chrifis FaherisanInfinie 
Spirit diftin€ from him , and thar it is utterly 
capable to mate its abode in fo narrow a compafs as 
the perfon of Chrift, if he be in the form of a man, 
but they imagine him to be of fo vaft a quantity , a 
that he inclofeth or coveieth all things and places S 
through his fpiritual bulk or bignefs , this is blind 
reafons imaginary god, thatis no God; wherefore | 
by divine affiftance I fhall endeavor to remove this 
fumbling block of long continuance, by aclearand —| 
full demonftration, why Chrift in anfwer to his A- 


poftles faid,A [pirit hath not flefh and bones.as ye {ee 
me bave: you know when Chrift walked upon the 
fea, they fuppofed they fawa fpirit and cryed out 
for fear; fo likewife when Chrift was rifen fr m 
the grave, and was in the midft of them, the doors 
being fhut, the fame {uppofition rofe in them again, 
fo that you know they were afraid, fuppofing they = 
had feen a {pirit; wherefore to eonvince them of ' 
their carnal fuppofitions, the Lord Jefus bids them " 
handle his hands and his feet, and fee, thar they 
might know that now he was become a {piritua) bo- 
dy of ficthand bones, and that now he was quick- 
ned into a divine eftate both foul and body,as he had 
foretold them before he died in the flefh, and quick- 
ned him({clf again in the fpiri, 


Again, 
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A Gain,theApofties themfelves,as well as others, 
were dark in many things till Chrift was glori- 
fied, and that was the caufe of their fuppofing that 
fpirics might live without bodies, and be feen by na- 
tural eyes; the doors being fhut, as aforefaid, and 
Chrift being in the midft of them, they not knowi 
which way he fhould come in, that was one cau 
of their fuddain fear of fuppofing they had feena 
fpirir; wherefore for removing of their groundlefs 
fuppofirions , and ferling their fearful fpirits upon 2 
right underftanding of fiefh and {pirit, the Lord Je- 
fus faid unto them , For 4 [pirit hath not flefh and 
bones,as ye feeme hive. Moreover, Chrift did not 
fay that a fpirit could live without its body, no more 
then a body can live without its foul, he gave them 
to underftand alfo , that as all bodies both natural 
and fpiritual are vifible, fo likewife all {pirits, whe- 
ther of God, men and angels, are always invifible, 
and not to be feen by outward fight, neither poffibly 
canbe; theretoreChrift would not have them to 
fuppofe things that are not, but to underftand things 
that are, and that would for time to come save | 


all carnal fears in them, arifing from vain {uppofi- 
tions. 
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‘A Gain, (ceing Chrift both times appeared ina — 


body of fieth and bone, what ground 
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a6 No Spirit without a Body. 
the Apoftles to fuppofe him to bea formlefs fpirir. 
if itfhould be imagined |by fome that a fpirit may 
live withouta body, and take upon it what fhape it 
will to fright ignorant men withal. To this I an- 
{wer: If Chrift had either time appeared before them 
in a ghaftly form or fhape , they had had then juft 
caufe to be affrighted , but feeing he appeared both 
times in chat body with whom they had been fo long 
converfant withal, what ground in the leaft had 
they therefore to fuppofe they had feen a fpirite Tis 
truth, his walking upon the Sea might much amaze 
them through the unufualnefs of fuch a fight, but to 
fee him die, and buried out of fight, and in a mo- 
ment to appear again in the midft of his friends , 
when the doors was made faft, this muft needs caufe 
an aftonifhment to thofe that had never feen or 


ftles through fear did fuppofe things that are not , 
nor poffible canbe, by imagining a fpirit might be 
feen by eyes of flefh: Feel me and handle me, {faith 
Chrift, for /pirit hath not flefh and as ye fee 


A Gain, Chrig.did inform his Apoftles, that a 

fpirit could not poffibly be feen by vifible eyes, 
why ? becaufe the nature of it is always to be invi- 
fible,and can be no otherways, but alfo becaufe 


_there.is no vifible light or fight in the perfons of 


God,men,or angels but what proceds from their in- 
vifible fpirits : Chrift did alfo inform them that that 


in- 


known any fuch thing before; therefore the Apo- 
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No Spirit without 4 Body. 47 
invifible {piririn the body of his flefh and bone» 
was that Godhead-power or glory, by vertue of 
which to fulfill his own will , could with that body 
pierce through doors, afcend or defcend {wifter then 
thought into the height and depth of all things and 


- places : Moreover, he did alfo inform them that a 
fpirit was not onely invifible, and notto be feen 


with vifible eyes of flefh , butalfothatin reference 
to its inward quantity or form, it was incompre- 
henfible, therefore it was utterly uncapable vi- 
fibly to Be feen or handled; forthe invifible fpiric 
is that onely which fees, handles, or,comprehends 
all vifible things , whether they be natural or 
{piritual : Thus you which are not ftone blind, may 
know that it is not onely impoffible for mortal men 
to fee a {pirit with natural eyes, but it isalfo asim- 
poffible for any kinde of fpirit, whether it be of 
God himfelf, menor angels , to be capable of any 
light or life without diftin® bodies of their ownto 
manifeft it in no more then a body is capable of any 
l ht or life without a living fpirit. to. manifeft ic 
in. | 


At Chrift did inform his Apoftles , that the 
invifible eye in the foul, thongh a man have 
no natural fight or hearing, is as capable of hearing 
and underftanding the voice or motions of his holy 
fpirit,as thofe that enjoy their natural fight and hear- 
ing; yea,and oftentimes better alfo: why ¢ be- 


caufe the outward fecing and hearing is er a 
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48 No Spirit without 4 Body. 
hindrance then a furtherance co che inward whifper- 
ings of Chcifts (pirit in mans foul, conceraing the 
glorioas thiags of Ererm-y. Moreover, you that 
are skilful in nacural Mafick , whether it be inft u- 
mentor voice, o know char the lower tae found is, 
the more fweet is its harmony to che natural ear; 
fo likewife you that are moft’ skilful in divine Mu- 
fick,do knowthar che ftill or fi!cat motions of Chrifts 
fpirit, mike the moft glorious harmony in your in- 
vifible fouls; but of the contrary, though aman 
his bodily fight and he#ing never fo perfec, 

ecif his avifible {pitit be umapablero diftinguith 
che true found of n@ural or fpiricual Mu- 
fick, he is like untoa deaf Adder that cannor hear, 
though the natural or {piricual Charmer charm ne- 
ver fo wifely, for alas! what Muulick is it co reli a car- 
nal hearc of poffeffing the glory of an immortal 
crown full of erernal excellencies!, it is all one as if — 
the moft rareft natural Mufick fhould be founded in 
the ears of a man that is fo foolifh, that he is void of 
all \enfe or reafon like rhe bruit beaft or deaf Adder, 
as betorefaid , Feel meand handle me faith Chrift 
tohis Apoftles, for 4 /pirit hath not fle{h and bone,as 
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The Baptifts Commision counterfeited. 


Gain, in the next place by divine affiftance, I 
(hall demonftrate the vanity of the miniftry 


of the Baptifts for want of a Commiffion from the 


Lord, for what they ignorantly do; I need nor tell 
you the foundation upon which they build their 
worfhip, becaufe it is upon the letrer of the Scripture 
and their own lying reafon , which is the devil in 
them. If all vifible worthipping of an invifible {piti- 
tual God is now become vuin,and of none effect the 
Baprifts may fay unto me , What is the meaning of 
thofe Scripture-fayings, that injoyns men to worthip 


~ God in his holy Ordinances to the end of the world? 


To this I anfwer : Ali true Chriftians are now under 
the Miniftry of the holy Spirit, and therefore are no 
more bound in confcicnce to Apoftolical worfhip , 
then the Saints were bound in confcience to Mofai- 
cal worfhip, when they were under the dottrines of 
Chrift : if youthink it ftrange I thal] give infallible 
grounds for the proof of it to all fpiritual difcerning 
men; My firft ground is this, fince the Apoftles 
worfhip ceafed , which was in or at the end of the 
ten perfecutions, not a man hath been Commi fio- 
nated by the fpirit of God to adminifter divine Or- 
dinances to his people ;. frdm an un-erring light, I 
fay again , that above thefe thoufand ycars there 
hath not been a man fent for to prophefie or preach 
the Gofpel of the Kingdom , bya fpiritual Com- 
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50 Baptifts Commifsion counterfeited, 
miffion from Chrift or any one appointed for that 
end by Chrift ; Bur it may be thou that loveft the 
preheminence among the people, as to be looked 
upon as an Apoftle or Minifter of the Gofpel, wile 
indeayor to prove thy Commifflion by the Scrip- 
tures; now thoucanft not deny but the Scriprures 
were mens writings which the holy Spirit immediate- 


ly moved them to fpeak as an outward witnefs of — 


things paft, prefent and to come, to all generations, 


in relation to fpiritual things whickare eternal; how 


then canft thou poflibly become a Minifter of divine 
Ordinances, by authority from another mans words 
or wiitings , unlefs without their letter thou wert 
immediately moved to {peak by the gift of the holy 
{pirir, as they were ¢ Moreover, though the Scri- 
ptures in themfelves are true and juft to all thofe that 
{piritually difcern them , having the life and power 
of them in their own fouls, yer there is nothing but 
death in them to a carnal fpirit, the letter killeth, but 
the fpirit giveth life, and cana dead or killing letter 
give thee power to become a fpiritual Minifter of 
Chrifts Ordinances to his elect people? I trow not, 
Oh deceive not thine own foul with thy counterfeit, 
if it be poflible. | 


Gain, if thon fhalt ftill imagine thy felf fit to 
4 & minifter Gofpel;Ordinances to the people, be- 
caufe thy naturalparts hath blindedthem:to make 
choice of thee for fuch an end, then I would fain 
know of thee whether thou art indied with a a 
ter 
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The Baptifts Commifsion counterfeited. 
fterial power, doth Chrift immediately power forth 
the gift of his Spirit uponthem thou Baptizeft, ot 
cure the fick when thou prayeft over them ? .or doth 
heown thee in cafting out of devils,devilith difeafes,or 
diftempers incident to mans nature? By thy word 
or any Gofpel- Ordinance fo cal- 
ed by thee,or doth he own thee by raifing the dead, 
curing the Lame, Orin anything appertaining toa 


~ Minifter of the Spirit ? Moreover, in holy Writ I 


finde thirteen Apoftles anino more, and thefe were 
chofen by Chrifts fpiricual power fora great and 


- glorious work among the Saints; but who made 


thee an Apoftle, or Minifter of the Gofpel, to ga- 
ther the people together into Church- Fellow- thip, 
and minifter Apoftolical ordinances to them , and 
gave thee no power naturally , nor fpiritually belon- 
gingto a of Chrift ¢ “Burthermore, be- 

wfurped the place of a Minifter of rhe 
{pirit from another mans letter, what efeGs doth it 
bring forth when you are in the place of Authority, 
perfecuting of men forthe faith in their God; b 
Sword, Imprifonment, confifcating of Eftatcs, ban- 
nifhment and death it felf': thefeand fiich like are 
the effects that proceed from yourMiniftry-in whom 
is included all Mimftrations which confels Chrift. 


j 


Gain , if thou wouldeft gladly efcape the ven- 
4B pance to come; prepared for Gofpel counter- 
feits, fuffer me to demonftrate atrue Minifter from 
one that is falfe, which I thall do by way of com- 
H2 parifon 
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52 The Baptifts Commi/ston counterfeired, 


pirifon, Suppofe a king or Head-magiftrate mates 


choice of aman to be his Embaflador toa forrain 
Prince , you know he gives that man a Commiffion 
of exprefs words in writing , fealed up with his own 
Signet: but of the contrary, if any of his Sub- 
jc&ts fhould pretend Embaffadoithip , without the 
forefaid Commiffion, you know then that he is 
judged as guilty of high treafon againft the Kings 
Perfon and Laws, and fois put todeath as a Trai- 
tor; So likewife it is when the King of Glory makes 
ufe of a man as his fpiriraal Embaffador toa Prince, 
or to his innocent people , either he {peaks to that 
man from his own glorious Mouth, or by the mouth 
of a aoe chofen for that end or purpofe: 
wherefore if any man fhall go forth, as a Minifter 
of the Gofpel-Ordinances to the people, without 


the forefaid Commiffion, the holy Scriptures them- 


felves, in fuch a cafe judgeth that man guilty of fpi- 
ritual high-treafon againft Chrift: I fay again, from 
that God thatfent me, who ever thou art, that 
miniftreth Apoftolical Ordinances in the name of 
Chrift , without a Commiflion from his Holy Spi- 
rit, though fome good may redound to fome of the 
hearers, yet snthe great day , Chrift will mi it 
upon thee as a work of iniquity; or elfe why doth 
Chrift fay, thathe will fay, Depart from us, y¢ 
that work iniquity, I knew ye net: tothofe that 
fhall fay, Lord have we not prayed in thy name, and 


caft out Devils in thy name, and in thy name dont 
wandrous works ? 


Again, 
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Gain, if a man was fo fitted through natural 

arts of memorie, eloquence, courage , grace- 
full {peech, faithfulnefS or any natural exccllencie 
that can be named , to become an Embaffador toa 
King or Protector , yet you know all this is of no 
value in the leaft, as to give him an intereft of Em- 


baffadorfhip , without an approbation from the 


Prince or Protector himfelf: fo likewife it is upon 
a fpiritual account. Suppofe thou waft indued 
with the greateft meafure of true light , that can be 
enjoyed by a Creature, through which thou fhould- 


eft become mighty in the Spirit of the Scriprures, 


and excellent in all Divine qualifications , all this is 
of no value in the leaft, to impower thee to become 
a Minifter of the Gofpel, without an approbation 
from the King of Glory himfelf,as beforefaid:More- 
over, if thou art poflefled with natural wifdom, riches 
and honor , there is not one title in the New Tefta- 
ment to prove thee a Minifter of Chrift , fince God 
became fiefh: wherefore in the name of the Lord 
Jefus, 1 pronounce wo wo unto all Minifterial 
Counterfeits! but moft dreadful woes againft thofe 
men which kaow the Lord Jefus fent them not to 
minifter A poftolical Ordinances to his people , yet 
go on in their deceit againft the checks of their own 
Confciences for filver and honor, which perifh. ~ 


Again, 
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| AS, the true Apoftles or minifters of the Gof- 
pel, did nor premeditate beforchand what they 
fhould fay to the people, bur they declared the My- 
fteries of the kingdom, by an immediate moving of 
the holy fpirit without,any real contradi€tion in their 
fayings in the leaft ; but of the contrary, either thou 
ftudieft upon their letter, what thou fhalr fay to the 
people, tharthoumayeft pleafe their itching ears with 
aform of glittering words only,or elfe if thou {peak- 
eft an hour or two without premeditation. Oh how 
full of contradition & confufion it would be found if ‘ 
it were examined by adifcerning fpirit! Moreover,to 
uphold thy borrowed Miniftry, ic may be thou wilt 
reply and fay, That thouart no hireling, but liveft 
upon thine own labour, and that thou fpeakeft thine 
Own experience freely tothe people. I fhall anfwer 
thee in the words of Samuel to Saul, What meaneth 
then the bleating of the fheep and the lowing of the 
‘oxen in mine ears ? I mean your Sacramental gather- 
ingns thirty, fourty, or fity times if a yeas befides, 
your membets monthly or quaterly liberalities it 
may be thou wilt reply and fay,It is all free-offerings 
tothe Lord, for the releeving of poor Church:Mem- 
_bers, and for a ftock to help young beginners in their i 
Cillings : I fay if yoube impartially charitable to i 
one’another,it is well, Iam fure you have very littl, ie 
or no compaffion at all to any other people, though 
they be more righteous and juft thenyour felyess =F 
Furthermore, is it not your Popifh-Bulls rather then ‘J 
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The Baptifis Commi(sion counterfeited, 
fpiritual Truth, that {queefes moft of the peoples 
ratuities out of them, I mean by frighting their 
foules with feare of eternal damnation, if they be 
not obedient to your Gofpel.Ordinances , or rather 
imaginary formalities of your own inventions. 


Gain, how can you have the face of a Mini- 

fter of the Gofpel , and can killand flay man- 

kind with a fword of fteel, inthe true_miniftry of 
Chrift¢ I find the contrary altogether. Our wea- 
pons are not carnal but fpiritual, faith Pawl, and 
Chrift who is the only God, teaches his to flay none 
but with Love. Thefe are the effects of the Gofpel 
of his kingdom , which is not of this world; for 
then the Princes would imbraceit, which now are 
at varience with it, becaufe it maketh war againft 
their natural wifdom , and earthly glory: moreo- 
ver, I fhall write a little between Faith and reafons 
Kingdoms, or between fpiritual Love and carnal en- 
vy. Love your enemies, faith Chrilt, and if be {mite 
thee on the one cheek, cive him the other: and when 
one of his Difciples asked him, Whether be muft 
forgive his brother [even times, yea, faith Chrift, 
if he acknowledge his fant, forgive him feventy 
ven times: whatis that but even alwaies : Love li- 

eth down at envies feet to be killed of him, and flay- 
eth envy by its patience and meeknels. Love doth 
all things in a beautiful and comely maner: Love 
is of fo pure and holy a nature, thar it cannot poffi- 
bly.do any impure-or unholy thing: Butifirbe se 
ved 
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56° The Baptifts Commilsion counterfeited, 
‘ved to manifeft it {elf , according toits divine pro. 
perty,it naturally produceth all heavenly excellen- 
cies, in eleé&t men and Angels: Love is generous, |B 
and pitiful, but envy is covetous and cruel: Love 
delights tobe fervant roall, but envy loves to be 
lord over all: Love isnorviolent, but leaves all 
mento their own Confcience, in point of Divine 
worfhip , but envy defiring the preheminence in 
Church and State, is alwateslying in wait to en- 
{nare innocent Love; becaule it cannot bow down to 
its carnal commands, and becaufe it cannot take © 
away its fpiricual peace, it will avenge it felf upon 
its natural peace : but inftead of rending mens 
perfons or eftates, Love is that Divine Bal- i 
fome that cureth all difeafesthat envy makes: It ; 
cures a wounded fpiric, and rejoyceth a broken 7 
heart, and reviveth a dying foul: It releeveth natu- 
tal wounds, made by envies weapons: Love cloath- 
eth the naked, feedeth the hungry, vifiteth the 
fick inprifon , and out of prifon: Love enjoyes it 
_ felf no longer then it is a doing good to others: 
God-man Chrift Jefus glorified , is the fountain of 
all Divine Love , Peace, Joy, orany glorious ex- 
cellencie that canbenamed. 


» 


-. “S&\ Gain, Love doth not move men to defire after 
Athe Office of a Minifter , orto bea Parliament 
‘Man, becaufe ofthe great weight attending fuch 
eagood Confcience in them to 
the Lord Jefus fhould fay toa 
man, 
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man, I have chofen thee for a greater work; ! ove 
in fuch a cafe, makes a man to confider his inabili- 
ty and unworthinefs of fuch an Office, and to defire 
a Lord to pals him by , and chufe another , be- 
caufe of the exceeding unbelief, and perverinels of 
mens {pirits , efpecially, if a man fhall fay, the Lord 
hath {poken to him: 1] can bear witnels to the truth 
of this thing with CMofes and Paul, though menor 
Angels fhould gainfay it: Moreover, I donot fay, 


all men have fich ftruglings in them, when Chrift 


makes choice of them for Apoftles or Minifters of 
the Gofpel, for Matthew, Mark, Luke, Peter, 
and the reft of che Apoftles , feemed cafily to be in- 
treated to leave all, and follow Chrift: yet no man 
knows what inward ftrivings they had , to forfake 
their Parents, and all that was near and dear unto 
them , to follow a perfecuted Chrift, or man of for- 
rows, Furthermore , fometimes when God makes 
choice ofaman, tobe his meflenger to the fons of 
men , his voice in fuch a cafe is fo powerful in that 
which is chofen, that it fwallows up all reafoning 
inhims and thenindeed there remains no caufé of 

{triving in the leaft: The Apoftles being many, and 


 incouraged with Chrifts perfonal prefence, that 


was ready and willing to die for them, muft needs 


— be williag to follow him in the fame fteps: but of 


the contrary , whena man is chofen alone , having 
onely but one companion given unto him, and is 
compelied to declare the! rangeftand terribleft mef- 
{age againft defpifers of their meflage as ever was, 
as I and my Fellow-witnefs were in thisage; In 
fuch a cafe, Reafon may play its part , before it be 
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58 The Baptifts Commifsion counterfeited. 
ay willing to lie down to the pleafure of the moft 
7 


Ac: envy which floweth from Reafon, is 
that whichdoth not only ftrongly defire the 
orcheminence in Church and.Srate, bur if it cannot 
actain to its defire ina legal way, then Symon Ma. 
gus-like, it will give large giftsto attainthem. Sup- 
pofe youthat are the chief Minifters of the people, 
called Baptifts, do exaély imitate the Apoftles 
worfhip, according to the letter of the Scripture, 
--yet if you are not ftone-blind, you muft needs know 
that you have no Commiffion from the Spirit of 
Chrift, to adminifter Apoflolical Ordinances to 
this generation , or any other, if there fhould be 
another, whilft the world endures: why ? becaufe 
you do certainly know, that you did never hear the 
glorious voice of Chrift, fay unto you thefe follow- 
ine words: Go preach the Gofpelto all Nations, bap- 
tiZing them inthe name of the Father , andthe Son, 
and the Holy Spirit , teaching them to obferve all 
things whatfoever I have commanded you , and lo I 
am with you alway, until the end of the world, 
Matthew the laft. You do certainly know alfo, that 
God did neither fend Angel, Prophet , Apoftle, 
nor Saint, tocommiffionate you to minifter Gol- 
p:l-Ordinances to his people, as beforefaid. Is it not 
a wonderful thing therefore, that you fhould go on 


with fuch a high band , in medling with holy things © 


which concern younot. Remember Fohn Chand-— 
der, who I heard confefs with his own mouth , ina ! 
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he was eternally damned , for baptizing people 
without authority from God. that was one of his 
fins that lay upon his Confcience: Furthermore, 
if you that are the Minifters of the Baprifts, do ima- 
gine, or think that this Scripture inthe laft of Mat- 
thew, maketh much for you, if you be fober, I 
fhall fhew you from the Sp'rit of Chrift , the con- 
trary altogether: Chrift himfelf in thofe words, 
{fpake to his chofen Apoftles , faying, Go preach to 
all Nations , and to fulfil his promife unto them , he 
gave them power te work miracles, and tongues to 
[peak unto every man in his own Language, the won- 
| derful things of God, as youmay feein the fecond 
of the Ac#s of the Apofiles: Wherefore unlefs you 
be induced from on high, wich fuch Apoftolical 
sifts, how can yoube their fuccefforsin che leaft ¢ 
‘Teaching them to ob{ferve all things , whatfoever I 
have commanded you. “How can you apply this 
-faying to maintain your way , knowing in your 
Confciences , that Chrift never {pake unto you, nor 
commanded you, to teach men to obferve any of © 
his commands atali¢ I fay again from an uneiring 
light, that you never faw his face, nor have heard 
his glorious voice ; how then can you truly teach 
his Spiritual Commands to his redeemed ones; or 
convince gainfayers? And lo, I amyyith you adiway 
to theend of the world 7 Whar do thefe Words 
_ of. Chrift concern youn the leatt , {ceing they were 
not fpoke unto you,? I confefs as many of you, and 
altovheropinions , as fhall injoy the {piritual power 
of thefe words in their lives sil converfations, sre 


concerned in this matter: Thus Chaft may be fud 
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to own the Miniftry of his Apoftles , to the end of 
the world: bucof thecontrary, the Lord jefus had 
not the leaft thought’in him fifteen hundred year 
after the deceafe of his Apofties , to commiffionate 
Opinionxed men to officiate their Miniftry over 
again, as blind Baptifts would have it. Iffam rude 
in fpeech , bear wnh my weaknefs : you {uffer fools 
gladly. - 


A Gain, what was the mind of Chrift, in faying, 
Lo lamwith you alway to the end of the world? 

_ From thofe words , we may underftand thus much; 
as Chrift failed not to own Mo/fes in his legal wor- 
fhip , upon the fpitits of the Jewifh Nation , whilft 
‘that miniftration remained : So likewife whilft his 
Apoftolical worfhip was‘to remain , he would not 
fail to own it by his prefence in the hearts 
— Ofhis Ele&, that were under th 
,ces: But you may reply and fay , That Chrift in 
*thefe words did intend , that his faints fhould injoy 
the Miniftry of Gofj 1-Ordinances to the end of 
the world, from the Liat: To this I anfwer; Unlefs 
the people that makes choice of you for their Mini- 
fiers, have an infallible {pirit to know you are com- 
miffionated by Chrift, to fupply the Apoftles room, 
the which they dare nor fay they have: the Pope, » 
you, and all other Minifters are Peters fuccef- 
fOrsalike: Moreover, there is atwofold end-of the 
world , a particular and ageneral: when aman di- 
eth it may be properly faid , tliat he and this world 
are at an end to cach other: becaale his 


vifible Ordinan- 
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The Baptifts Commi[sion counterfeited, 6x 
time is paft for ever living inthis world again, fo 
> likewife it was with legal. and Gofpel- Adminiftrati- 
+ ons: whilft the chofen Miniftrators remained , there 
power and life in them over mens fpirits, but 
when they died , and were put to death for bearing 

witnefs to the truth of their Ordinances, thisworld, | 

and their worfhip, might truly be faidto be at an 
end toeach other, forever. Why ? becaufe the 
true Adminiftrators and Adminiftrations , ceafed 
both together, when they had fulfilled all thar was 

appointed for them to do by the Lord. 


— 


Gain, though all vifible worthip is now become. 
of no valne in the eyes of the Lord: yet it may | 
be truly and properly faid, that Chriftis with his © 
Apoftles alway to the end of the world , inallthofe — 
that worfhip him in fpirit and truth: I donot mean, 
thofe that {pend their time in Baptiftical 
nics, feeing neither circumcifion , nor ufcircum- 
 cifion availeth nothing, but a new Creature: but as 
beforefaid 5 I mean thofe fober, filent Saints, whofe — 
language , and practice (peaketh forth the {pirit and 
power of the Scriptures in them, in the fight of God 
and man, all their days: Finally , thefe filent 
Saints I fpeak of , are pofieft with fuch a pure love 
to Chrift in them, that according to their talents 
their hearts and hands are continually open to al 
that is good, and lockt up, and bard againft all 
of the true Pr sand es, be 
pet certainly know, the day will come, Cit 


e 
a 
= 


“62 The Baptifts Commifsion counterfeited, 

‘Chrift wilhperfonally appear again to_raife, or new 
Createoutof dead duft , thofe Prophets and Apo. 
 ftles with themfelves , ‘into tranfcendent perfonal 
glories, like*unto his own glorious body, evento 


alleternity,Bebold, faith be that was dead and is alive 
ne: ewermore, I ereate all thin os new, 


| in, of Chrifts beifig inl his A- 

files alwayto the endof the world,was fpoken 
principally upon a fpiritual account, wherefore when 
ift inany age manifefts his plorious prefence in 


«the fpirits of the Saints through their believing i in 


ithe Sorlpeures; then he may be faid to own his Apo- 
they were the pen-men thereof: More- 
Over}'thefe words of Chuft had relation alfo to his 
tivo lat Witnefles which’he hathfentin this blinde 
voice of words from his own glorious mouth, 
unto his elect fpiritual fecrers of his eter- 
rial! kingdom that was hid from all mortals in this 
world, "as the-true forerunners of his fuddain, slori- 
ous and dreadful appearing with his Saints and An- 
‘unto ‘eternal judgement : Moreover , the re- 
cords of the two: T eftamentsis ‘Gods Commiffion- 
book , wherein thofe intended by him to minifter 
things, ‘have their names ‘written, “and Chritt 
Kings name; abundantly alfo ; who fealed to 
their Commiffions:often from own ‘holy mouth 
“after hehhad fealed it with his moft precious blood , 
but thofewhole names are not to’be found in the 
Conimiffion-book beforefaid, ‘thoughthey may‘be 
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Baptifis Commifsion counterfeited. ey 
accounts them but theeves and liers.and deceivers of 
the people, Like Prie(t like peoplesf the blindleadthe 
blind,they muft necds both fall into the ditch ofetermal 
condemnation: Furthermore,what though Chrift {aid 

his chofen ones,Go preach baptize to all nations, 
what is that to you Baptifts ,;when he tpaketo his A- 
poftles? did he fpeak toyou, or to them ¢ Secing 
the cafe is fo plain, I would not have you to deceive 
your own fouls with blank Commiflions’, but deal 
plainly with your {elves and-your hearers , by rellin 
them thar. you arenot Miniftersof the fpirir, but dt 
the letter onely. Finally, you thall or may*know 
that neither the Scriptures themfelvcs , nor natural, 
nor fpiritual gifts, nor the Saints, is any way inthe 
leaft a {ufficient ground to impower men to become 
miniftrators. of Gofpel- Ordinances withouta fpiri+ 
tual Commiffion from Chrift,as abundantly, before- 


Gain, fi a Presbyterian, Independent, Sepa- 
Epiicopacy, Rantrer,; Quaker or oF 
any Opinionated man whatfoever, fhould have heard: 
Chriftfay unto Pettr And Iwill give untothee 
the keys-of the kingdom of heaven , and whatfoever 
thou {halt bind on earth, foall be bound in heaven, 
whatfoever fhalt loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in 
heaven, Mat.i6. orfhould have heard Chriftfayto 
f his Apoftles,Go preach the Gofpel to all mations 
if it were poflible for fuch aman to perform theof- 
_ fice of an Apoftle exa@ly, yer the Lord Jefus | 
would have utterly difowned him upon that ac- 


aie 
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64 The Baprifts Comemifsion counterfeited. 
- count, becaufe he fpake not to him, norgave him a 
‘Commiffion to preach and baptize in his name, but 
of che contrary that man for going without a Com- ] 
miffion froma Chriff , might rather juftly expe& to 4 
drink of the fame cup of thofe Apottolical counter- 
feirs in the 19 of the of the Apoftles: the words 
are thefe, Then certain of the Vagabond Fews, Ex- 
orcifts , took them to a which bad 
evil {pirits , inthe name of the L faying, 
We youby Felus the Paul 
there were feven fons of one Sceva 4 Few, and chief 
of the Pricits,which did fo, and the evil 
wered and (aid, Fefus I know, and Paul J know, bat 
who are ye ? and the manin whom the evil [pirit — 
was, leapt on them, and overcame them,and — . 
ed againft them, [0 that they fled out of the houfe na- 
ked and wounded, - Moreover, what was it, think you, 
but Vagabonifm and Exorcifm for thofe feven fons 
of Scevatotake upon them the power of an Apo- 
ftle'withour a Commiffion from Chrift,as had: 
furelythofe men were not looked upon as Vagabonds 
by the people, being fons of the chief Prieft, but 
 xather in people as 
their father was , till they were difcovered by 
ing on them Peels Commiffion. Thus you 
may fee that the, Scriptures accounts men but Va- 
=— and. workers of iniquity that takes upon 
a4 to. be Minifters of divine things without a 
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Gain, Ido not finde in Scriptures that the fons 
of Sceva werecalled Vagabonds & Exorcifts,: 
till they took on them the authority of am Apoftle, 
and were made naked and wounded for theirimpu- 
dency ; indeed if they had forfook their fathers 
houfe, and got their livings in Aftrological way, or 
Magick way, or any fuch like Vagabonifm Arr, 
when they might have lived at home in honor like 


the fons of a Lord Bithop,then they would have dif 


covered themfelves to the people as men of aVaga-. 
bon’d mind , before they were difcovered by the 
Lord : Moreover, if a Sophiftical Prieft, Aftrologi- 
cal Star-gazer, or any other unlawful Artift, fhould 
enjoy a ftately houfe and land of his own, though 
his confcience tells him he gained it by flatrering; 
lying and difflembling , yet inftead of fuch a mat 
being counted a Vagabond, it’s more probable nen 
would chufe him for a country Juftice of Peace, of- 
tentimes to punifh innocent meninftead of a Vaga- 
bonds, if they are notable to get them houfesto 
live in through decen as they havedone. Futrher- 
more’, there ate two forts of Vagabonds, anatu- 
ral and a {piritual, che matural Vagabond againft ihe 
the civil power, is that man that injoys: his health, 
ftrength, lumbes and liberty, but cannot indure any 
kinde of lawful labor, and fo through idlenefs hath 
no certain dwelling to put his headin, but in a beg- 
gerly or theiving way goes from: place coplace to 
ethis living, having no confcience in him-who fuf- 


fers; forhat he can burget it to maintain his way of 


in kK idle- 
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66° The Baptifts Commifsion counterfeited, 
 Idlenefs ; fo likewife it is with a fpiritual Vagabond 
according to holy Writ : that man that hath a good 
calling, injoying his health, limbs and liberty, arid 
fufficicncy. of food and raiment, and is not there- 
with conrent , but being of.a loofe.and idle minde 
through covetoufnels or fecret pride, afpireth to be 
a Gofpel-minifrerjamd in a beggerly or theeving way 
runneth from ‘Scriprare to Scripture, adjuring by 
Jefus whom Paul preached, as if he were not- 
withftanding he underftands not truly what Pawls 


Jefus is, no more then thofe Vagabond fons of Sceva 
the chief Prieft, as beforefaid. 


{ & Gain, if-a temporal Vagabond {cape the lath 
of thelaw, he grows impudently confident in 

his way; fo likewife itis with a fpiritual Vagabond, 
beeaufe the lath of divine juftice falleth not upon 
him immediately in his Miniftry, he groweth impu- 
dently confident,that God is well pleafed with what 
doth: Bur it may be thou that art a Minifter to 
the Baptifts , may {till reply and fay, That thou 
preacheft the word of God, and miniftreth his Gof 
pel-ordinances according to the truth of holy Writ, 
and art blamelefs in thy life and converfation , and 
therefore thou mayeft think the comparifon of the 
feven fons of Sceva belongs not to thee'in the leatt. 
Tothis'l anfwer: Were not Corah,Dathan and 
ramehe fons of Levi, who in their places did mi- 
‘nifter to the easweltas <Mofes , but their re- 
_ Bellion againft God , confifted in their lufting after 
the Prieithood of 44 ofes, as the fons of ase? 
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The Baptifis Commifsion counterfeited. 
after the Miniftry. of Pas/, wherefore tho gh thou 

that fhouldeft be as fit to minifter Legal and Evan- 
gelical Ordinances, as Mofes and Pawl , yet it was 
as lawful for Corab, Dathan and Abiram, to mini- 
fter them, as thou: yea, and more lawful alfo, be- 
caufe the fons of Levi, in courfe were to officiate 
the Prieftly Office, for the which they had the 
tenths of the peoples goods allowed by the Lord. 
The fire of the Lord confumed Aarons two fons, 
for offering up tothe Lord ftrange fire in their cen- 
fers : And what is all thy Bapiiftical worfhip , bur 
the offering up of ftrange fire of thine own carnal 
reafon , and lying imagination , which the Lord Ie- 
{us neither commanded thee to officiate, nor requi- 
red it at thy hands? wherefore though many of you 
intemporals flourifh all your days, as fure as the 
Lord lefus liveth , who with his own life and grace, 
hath redeemed my loft foul from the power of 
fin, and fear of eternaldeath, though you efcape 
a temporal vengeance, yet few or none of you will 
efcape the eternal. fiery vengeance in the dreadful 
day of our Lord Iefus Chrift. 


po 
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Gain, what were thofe heavenly keys of Chrift, 
committed to Peter , and Miniftry of Recon- — 
ciliation committed to Paul: Thofe keys and Mini- 
niftry, bear but one and the fame {fenfe onely, 
though they differ in terms, & the true fenfe of thofe 
fayings is this: thatistofay, That Chrift by ver- 
tue of his Word {peaking onely, did indue the ff 
ftles with fach a {piricual , that cheis Mini 
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“€g The Biptifis Commision connterfeired. 
and break open the prifon doors of 
“darknefs , in the Elect-loft I/raclites, that the King 
“of glory may enter in , 2nd {cal them up with his < be 
free Love, unto everlafting life: burt of the con- 
“trary, there was a power in their Miniftry alfo, to 
look up , and bar the perfecuting fpirits of mercilefs 
‘reprobates, with the feals of eternal wrath and 
death, till the judgment of the great day: This is that 
binding and loofing of mens fouls on earth , and in 
Heaven, and binding of Kings inchains of dark- 
ne{s , and Nobles in Pibsers of death, and that {weet 
favor unto God of life unto isfe, inthem that are fa- 
ved, and of death unto death inthemthat persfh, 
according to the words of Paul: Moreover, is there 
any of this power in thy Miniftry , that what thou 
bindeft or loofeft on earth, ts bound or loofedin Hea- 
ven? Or doththy Miniftry bind Kingsin chains 6 
darkne[s, and Nobles in fetters of death? Ot dare 
thou fay , that that thy Mintftry és 4 fweet favor 
untoGod , of life unto life , an them that are faved, 
or of death unto death, in them that perilh? Nay ,thy 
-Minifiry is of fo weak adifcerning that thowdareft 
pot pofitively fay , that ary one of thy hearers fhall 
be faved, or damned , how it fhould be any 
-otherways, let wife men judge; feeing thou knowft 
. “mot what fhall become of thy felf, in the day of 
‘Judgement : Ic is written, Rasth comes by bearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God preached, and how 
* *eanhe'preach , unlefshe be fent? becaufe there is 
“motaman of you fent to preach, it is impoflible for 
; ep truly to demonftrate the true God, or right 
_ Devil; Heaven er Hell , the true ™ 
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thing concerning the life to come, to the people, 


fecing it is.as clear as the light, that ye are none of 
Chrifts Minifters.~ What ts it that provokes 


fame 


and thofe rhat aregone before you , upon the 


account, tofeek the preheminence in Church and’ 


State, but filver and honour among Princes or 


| Princes companions, eafe, and fuch like ¢ For when 


_ ye become honourable, though ye {peak oftentimes 
like children or fools , your words are taken as 
Gofpel by the fimple , or wincked at by the wife , 
for your greatnefs fake : Many of you by your Gof- 
_ pel Minftry have become great, but never any of 
youhavebecome good, 
Gain , by this you may know, you. are none of 
Chrifts Minifters’, becaufe you preach by 
nce you , nour is loft , 
duasb, like Cordwel/: As the falfe Pricf 
by the Powers were exalted into Mofes.chair, fo 
dikewife by the fame r, you haveexalted your 
felves.into the Apofto 
chair, faith Chrift; do as they fay, but not as.chey 
do, fot they fay.and do not: Ob! 1s it not fo among 


youall: Many ofyoucan pretend fairly, andfpeake. 
gpodly words, which your memory have bortow- 


ed fromthe Scriptures, which belong not unto yau;. 
have nor the Spitirual interpretation of 


becaufe 
them in the leaft; nomor the life and power of them. 


your converfations and daily practice - 


man and man: Moreover , inftcad 
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lical chaire: they fic in Mofes: 
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Baptift's Commifsion counterfeited. 
Spitit‘of an Apoftle in you , are you not rather Jike 
unto rebellious Corah, Datham and Abiram, or 
rather the feven fons of Sceva, the Chief PrieR as 
‘abundantly beforefaid, who cried out, All the 
‘Lords people were holy , when they were in the 
height of their wickedne fs , and joyned zogether as 
‘one man , to fupplant Mo/es of the Pricfthood ¢ So 
hikewife, when by rebellion againft the Spirit of 
Chrift, you are become counterfeit Minifters of the - 
Gofpel , donot many of you in effect fay, All men 
may be holy , ifthey will, when you fay, Chrift 
died for all, and all men may befaved if they will, 
or elfe you juftifie none to be truly holy , or fpiritu-— 
al men, but thofe chat are in Church-fellowhhip 
with your felves: To conclude, what fhall I fay 
you tes you ‘belying the 
Lord ertothe people, by being willing to 
be Minifters Spirit, when you 
do,or may know you are but Minifters of the letter, 
-and by the wills of men only ? But it may be you © 
that are rivetted in your way, and confident in the 
truth of your worthip, will both hate me , and 
Jaugh me to {corn when I am in my grave , for 
counfelling you to forfake your Minifterial fundi- 
on, by which fome of you have attained to be com- 
ions with neuer men of the earth, as before- 
; you ma have time enough to repenc it, 
«when it is toolate,when a flood of fire and brimftone 
fromthe Lord, {hall burn upall your fpiritual con- 
fidences, into a feaof everlafting vengeance upon, 
“@r within your fouls and bodies , as it did unto So- 
demand Gomorrah, and the Inhabitants thereof. So 
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rning the fallacy of the Miniftry of the ' 


much conce 
Baptifts. 
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A Gain, in the next place, I thall treat a little 


& of che (piricual glory of thar world which is to 


come: You know the Scriptures have many eminent 


titles f@# che fetting forth of this Kingdom, as 


namely, Heaven my throne, neverthelels , we look 
for new Heavens , anda new earth, wherein dwel- 


fathers Kingdom are ma- 
¢: Moreover , you muft 


eth : In 
ny manfiens, and fach 


not imagine the Kingdom of Glory , tobe in a glo-_ 


bal condition, as this world is, no, it is no fuch mat- 


ter: but of the contrary, it isa Kingdom of an infi-_ 


nite vaftriefs, in height, length or bredth , ‘fuitable 
to an infinite, glorious Majefty. Furthermore, the 


world tocome, isa boundlefs kingdom, that lieth — 


all open, that the perfons of our God, ele& men and 
Angels, may, as weule tofay , have free egrefs and 
reerefs for Divine pleafure, to afcend or defcend, 
as high or as low as they think good, to all cterinity. 


are all natural , fo likewife that world and the 


things therein are all fpiritual : Nowas Pélate faid 


unto Chrift , What # truth ? So likewife almoft all 
men may fay unto me, What is chis{piriual, world 


youtreat of ¢ or what man living is:capableof the 


Amowledge of it in the leaft, fecing he was never in it 


Gain , as this world , and the things thereof 
Or 
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‘A Defeription of Heaven, 
to feeit, from an unerring fpirit. To this anfwer: 


Though thie moft excellent glory thereof, in refe- 
rence to the eternity of itbe incomprehenfible,te doth 
nor therfore follow, rhat no man is capable to com- 


prehend it acall: were fo, how then could fuch 


a fimple man as I was; fpeak or write more diftinély 
concerning God, the glory and mifery to come, 
then all the Minifterial Gamaliels of this prefent 
world : Moreover, though no man with mortal eyes 
is capable , vifibly to behold the invifible Throne I 
here trcat of, yet from an infallible light which I 
have received from the Divine Majefty, refiding 
therein, give me leave to write fomething of it, for 
the provoking of your fpiritsto a deep affection to- 
watdsit, farabove this world, and the vanithing 
glory thereof: This world I treat of , is full of all 
vatiety of new foul-delights , or fpiritual ravifhing 
glories , which are eternal. Furthermore , itis a 
Kingdom brighter thenthe Sun, clearerthen Cry- — 
ftal, purer then Gold, fofterthen Down, fweeter 
then Rofes : ’ Tis a Kingdom full of Divine mufick, 
and crowns of glory deckt with immortality: Tis a 
Kingdom of Divine fongs, which none can learn, 
but thofe that are redeemed from the love of this 


— 


Gain , the Scriptures likens the Creator to the 
Sun in bis firength confuming fire, and 


everlafting buruings. Truly the compatifon is ve- 
perfon of Chrift glorified, refi- 


ia this Kingdoml hefetreat of: It isa 
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true Defeription of Heavens, 73 
fuch a bright,burning, {piritual.glory , that at his 
next re the Sun, Moon, Stars, and all na- 
. rural andifigtificial lights in this world, will enter in- 
to eternal night, through the glory ofthis infinite — 
brightnefs, fo likewife is the Kingdom I here write 
of f{uitable. unto him: For the Heavens and the 
earth therein are like unto a flame of glorious fire, 
and the feas thar‘is therein , being imbodied ‘witt 
fuich an easth as this is , are fo puse and clear like yh- 
to cryftal, burning glafs, or any thing that is pu- 
rified by f ré: The bodies alfo of the Ele& are all of 
afery, glorious nature, fuitable unto their gloriots 
God aid this his kingdom of fiery,glotious delights, 


as abundantly beforelaid. it bind 

A Gain, there are two forts of fpiritual bodies ap- - 
pointed for eternal burnings the one hath a 
 fpirit of all love , and fuch like in it, from whence 
proceeds nothing but light and life , with, variety of 


ary pleafures, which are eternal :,but the 
other body hath a fpisit full of all envy, and. f 
‘lke; out of which proceedeth norhing but darknes 
_and death, with much fiery More- 
over, this God-like fpisir of love Lhere. treat of, it 
love: fire, which is more pleafant chen 
.4Sa.pure, clear, bright, gentle, foft, {weet and 
fire: It is a fpiritual love-fire, befdrelaid ; 
therefore it muft be brighter then the Sup; 
_ clearer then Cryftal , purer then.xefined Gold, - 
ter then Down, (weeter then Rofesz.yea,and more 
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pleafanter to the whole man’, then Honey is to the 
natutal tafte : yea, it isalovely fire, full 
joys, and godly of which had ‘a ‘ 
rt tafte of in my foul: Moreover, though a man 
injoy his petfe@ health and Tiberty , yet worldly 
men donot count him happy, unlefs he be a wife 
man, thatlivethinkonour among the wife and ho- ~* 
nourable of this world ,‘and except he\poffefferh all 
enariner OF delicacies for the belly , andthe back, 
plenty of jewels of gold; filver, and precious ftohes, 
~ todelight the eye, all forts of harmonious melodies 
 topleafe the care, with fraptant {mells to pleate the 
vertuous “atid*comely ‘woman to take 
- delight in, and fuch like naturaf contents : Where- 
fore it may be fome.,. whether there be 
amy other delights , befides what I have already de- 
ih that gloriots ‘Kingdom sforelaid? To this I 
‘Aanfwer beré is in this world; for rhe 
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tures 


| Of ‘the’ ‘matural body, Dut there 1s the fame 

. ‘excellencie in that world te:come, for the rejoycing 

: Now there is a vaft ‘difference 

= dys of thenatural body , and the'de- 

‘fidlits of thespiritaal body} For ‘the joys of this na- 

a from things which are 

“wi the ‘but the joys of that fpiritual lite 

rinc pally m thifigs which are within the 

dy. “T2wovid’ have you to tidder- 

“Wand” of che body , ‘there 

faid , ‘They ab the"An- 


tures kingdom, neither: hath a natural body an 


‘Finally,though glorified bodies are 
capable of any fatisfaétion from natural feod°and 
raiment, yet without {pirittal food’ard taiment, 
they cannot fubfift, for their bleffed: bodies, as 2 
robe of Divine Righteoulnefs, is that heaven! 


garment wherewith their innocent fpirits are arayed, 
andthe "food ‘wherewith their fouls ate cternally 


nourithed , is an never-failing fountain , arifing out 
of their own fpirit. 


? A Gain, fuppofe a natural body were all over co- 
4 Avered with the glittering jewels of this world, 
yet the glory of it would appear but as the light of a 
candle to the Sun,in comparifon of the glonoms gar- 


ment wherewith the fpiritual bodyis covered.More- 


over, for our better underftanding give me leave to 
name {ome particular fnel,fromwhence this fpiritnal 
firein a glorified body is continually kindledsireither 


feeds upon the righteoufnefs and fafferingsof Chit 


for him in the days of his-fieth , orelf€it nourithed 
with the remembrance of the gracea 
ons, which for Chrift and his trarh fake, it fuffered 
in its natural body when’ ir‘lived eatth® 
Furthermore, every {piritual motion; thought, 
fire, word or deed, which the Saints injoyed in their 

natural bodies , fhall by the infinite power of our 


Lord-Jefus be made one with their {pirieual bodies 
in the higheft heavens; then as beforefail, they 


thal! perfeétly remember their former heavenly 
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defire after the things thisheavenly 
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6 A true Defcription of Heaven. 
motions, defires, thoughts, words and deeds, which 
the faith and love of Chrift opperated ia them in the 
days of their fichh., and from thence fhall their di- 
vine fouls be fenfibly fed with God-like new joys , 
wifdom, power and glory even to all eternity: Fi- 
nally, che remembrance ef the Saints heavenly com- 
muaion with each other -in their natural bodies, will 


alfooccafion glorious food ia their fpiritual bodies, 
for if the heirs of this heavenly kingdom through 
the tranflation of their bodies , fhail be inabled to 
behold their glorious God, face to face, and in their 

mMeafures as perfe&ly know known 
of him, as I am certain they fhall; then you that 
moft minde Eternal excellencies, may be as confi- 
dent of the knowledge of each others perfons and 
qualifications upon a fpiricual account in this glori- 
ous kingdom. as abundantly beforefaid : To con- 

Clude,they fhall caft their crowns of ai- 

and new fongs at the blefied feet of Chri tetas 
their onely God, becaufe according to his divine 

- juftice aniwerable to all che crugities of the mighty 

= |§  gmenof theeatrh, donc to himfelf and his Saints, his 

vengeance ts fei their fouls and bodies for 
— afting, fo much concerning the glory which 
isto come, which Chrift and his redeemed ones are 

- 80injoygoeether in his eternal throne or kingdom, 


A. Gain, in the lat place I fhall treat a little of 
Spiritual. dark bodies,and the kingdoin of datk- 
to chem;this world wherein we 
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trae Defcription of Hell, 
fhall be eternally in as dark a condition as the !a.nd 
of Egypt was for three days and three nights, injo- 
muich as the Egyptians faw notone anothers taces , 
nor ftirred from the place they were in, for that time 

the darknefs were upon them, they gnawed their 
tongues for pain, as you may finde it in the Reve- 
lation by Saint obs; So likewife thall thefe {piri- 
tual daik bodies I here write of, gnaw their 
tongues for pain, becaufe they cannot fee one ano- 
thers dreadful faces, nor ftir hand nor foot from the 
place they are in for everlaftings; their own fpirits 
fhall be their devil, and their-own bodies hill be 
their hell, wherein they thal! be tormented for ever. 
more, with the Angelical devils of this prefent 
world : Morcover, all their wicke ‘ thoughts, defi es, 
words and actions, fhall perfely be brought into 
their memories, and that fall be the fuel chat fhall 
kindle the fire of the Lords vengearce inihem, in fo 

much that they fhall be tormented with nzwfor- 
rows, pain and {hamecontinually; the remembrence 
of the good things they formerly injoyed fha!l add 
to their tormentalfo.: this is norali , but there isa 
thing worfe then all this, whichis this, their defpi- 

fing the glorious truths of Eternity, delivered by — 
the tongue and pen of the Lords two laft Witneffes, 
this fhall burn in their fouls and bodies more fiery hor 
then all the reft of their wickednefs whacfoever, I 
mean in thofe that knew them, or their writings: 

Furthermore, the remenrbrance of their envy to- ee 

wards God and hisredeemed oncs, fhallkindle the 
wrath of God in them afre‘h , and fo ir fhall burn in Pets 

them like unto fire and brimftone, hozter and er > 
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A true Defcription of Hell, 
forevermore, this will caufe that weeping, and woil- 


ing, and gnafhing of teeth , fpoken of by Chriftin 
the 24 Chapter by Saint Matthew, 


Gain , where the reprobate injoyed all thei: 
pleafures andhonor, there be the place of 
their torment and fhame, forour God is a God of 
order, and not of confufion. Moreover, the re- 
membrance of theircommunion together in ficthly 
wickednefs, or anyother carnal delights, fhall add 
alfo to their torment and fhame;but this will be that 
that will revive their forrows continually: Oh, the 
eternity, the eternity of the condition they are in ! 
this will come to pafs,as fore as there isa God, upon 
all men that live in unrighteoufnefs , at the next ap- 
pearing of our Lord Iefus’Chrift with his mighty 
Angels. So much concerning’ the kingdom of 
es . darknefs, and the devils that areeternally to be tor- 
me): mented therein, with the conclifion of this book. 


Fobn Reeveand Lodowick Muggleton. 
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